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So, what’s a disciple?
 An intergenerational worship service about discipleship 

This worship service is developed around Jesus’ instructions — just before his ascension — 
to go and make disciples.

The service can be used any time you are having a discipleship emphasis. 
It would be specially appropriate for Ascension Sunday.

THEME
Jesus wants all people to be his disciples 
Jesus gives us the privilege of helping to make disciples

BIBLE BASIS

Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus said to his eleven disciples:  
I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth! 
Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. 
Baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
and teach them to do everything I have told you. 
I will be with you always, even until the end of the world.

GENERAL NOTES

A disciple is a follower. 
Followers of Jesus Christ are called ‘Christians’ (see Acts 11:26; 1 Peter 4:16). 
In many cases the words ‘christian’ and ‘disciple’ can be used interchangably. 

‘Disciple’ is also used as a verb. To disciple is to train or teach, 
particularly following Jesus’ example of walking beside the learner.

INTERGENERATIONAL WORSHIP 

Intergenerational (or all-age) worship takes seriously the idea that people of all ages worship together in the body of Christ. Worshippers, young, old and in-between can also be involved in planning and preparing for worship, inviting people to worship, and leading worship.

Intergenerational worship is, first and foremost, worship. It is an encounter between God and God’s people. 

Carefully planned intergenerational worship provides a range of different ways that encounter can happen — through words, visuals, music, movement and interactions. It allows for different moods and some fun. It has enough familiar worship elements that people are comfortable, but includes some surprises.

USING THIS DOCUMENT

‘So, what’s a disciple?’ is a resource for developing an intergenerational worship service. It has been prepared by the Resource Centre for Children’s and Family Ministry of the Uniting Church in South Australia. It is available free of charge for use by congregations.

Read through all the material. Discuss it with your worship planning team. You may find one or two ideas that you can incorporate into your planning or you may decide to use most of the written service format.

This document contains:
GENERAL NOTES 
1
A WORSHIP OUTLINE
4 

A WORSHIP SCRIPT 
5

EXTRA RESOURCES
Disciple verses
9
Disciple songs
11
Jesus calls his disciples – puppet sketch
 12
Disciples make disciples – sermon suggestion
14
Disciples prayer
16
Disciple doll pattern
17

USING A WORSHIP OUTLINE

Planning an all-age worship experience begins with 

· prayerful consideration of why you are planning all-age worship and the theme you will focus on in the worship.

· selecting an intergenerational planning team.

A worship outline is a useful tool for guiding the planning team. Use a blank worship outline format into which you can insert the specifics of the service you are planning, eg

· If you always begin with a hymn — in the space on the outline for the first hymn, write in the name of the hymn you will use, any special way you will treat the hymn, including who will lead it.

· If you always include a Gospel reading — in the space on the outline for the Gospel, write in the specific text you will use, any special way you will read it and who will read it.

You may begin with an outline of your regular worship service and insert into it elements from the So, what’s a disciple? resource. You may find that the service will flow better if you re-arrange some worship elements.

OR you may begin with the So, what’s a disciple? outline on page 4 and make sure it contains the elements your congregation considers essential to congregational worship. This may involve adding, deleting or rearranging parts of the outline.


CHURCH DECORATION

Use the paper ‘disciple’ doll motif any way you can think of to decorate the church.

‘Decoration’ may extend to the format of your church bulletin or on-screen electronic or overhead presentation.

Give a disciple doll to each worshipper.

If you use the disciple doll commitment activity (#11 in the service) you will need to have a large cross on your altar or at the centre of your ‘stage’ area and cloth streamers running out from the 
cross. Depending on the size of the congregation and the layout of your worship area you may have one single streamer or several streamers leading from each aisle.

You may want to put a banner with the words ‘go and make disciples’ above the door as the ‘last words’ people see as they leave the church.

The worship planning team can provide the general direction for the decoration, but another intergenerational group can share in preparing for worship by decorating the worship space with the disciples theme. 

TAKE HOME

An important benefit of intergenerational worship is that people of all ages (particularly parents and children) share the worship experience and can talk about it at home. For that reason it is helpful to provide them with something to take home as a reminder. In this service people can take home their disciple dolls.

MUSIC

Music in So, what’s a disciple? is mostly congregational singing with one ‘performance item’ by a soloist or small group.

Keep in mind that not everyone is familiar with or confortable with congregational singing. Give permission — either spoken, or by your attitude — for people to just listen rather than to sing along.

Your regular music team may lead music. Alternatively you might ask a group (with two or three generations of musicians) to lead music for this special service.

Use your regular system for displaying words/music — books, service bulletins, OHT, Powerpoint.

The youngest worshippers will not be able to read words of songs. Choose one song that will be familiar to preschoolers in the group. Consider songs with repeated lines or choruses that young children can join in on.

Before the service you may play recorded music OR instrumentalists may play softly tunes that will be used in the service. 

Choose music that emphasises the discipleship theme from your regular music source or from the list on page 11.

WORSHIP LEADERS

In an all-age worship service the worship leaders do not simply read a set liturgy. They are responsible for interpreting the service for all worshippers — young and old, and for making all worshipers feel welcome and actively involved in the worship.

Several people can share the leadership responsibility in So, what’s a disciple? eg 
· a music leader

· a worship leader/host

· one or more Bible readers

· one or more prayer leaders

· a preacher

So, what’s a disciple? includes a puppet skit. You will need both a director and stage manager for the skit as well as a narrator and puppeteers.

HOSPITALITY

Your congregation’s usual stewards/ushers may form or be a part of an intergenerational hospitality team that shares the responsibility of making people feel welcome. 

Experienced stewards can ensure that the congregation’s requirements for counting worshippers, collecting offering and other tasks are done properly.

Before the service the hospitality team: 

· make sure that everything is set up as required for the service
· greet people as they arrive

· give people any books or papers they will need for the service. In this service they will give each person a paper ‘disciple puppet’ and assist people to write their name on the puppet.

· accompany visitors to an appropriate place to sit. It’s good to seat visitors beside regular worshippers who can guide them through the service.

During the service the hospitality team:
· keep an eye on the congregation, being prepared to assist if anyone needs help. This can include emergency first aid, guiding people to the toilet or parenting room, giving out tissues or extra worship bulletins as required.

· In So, what’s a disciple? they will assist with the commitment activity.

After the service the hospitality team (or other people with these specific assignments) organise food and a children’s activity for a time of fellowship.

SERMON

The sermon for an intergenerational service should be ‘G’ rated, for general listening and understanding. 

This does not mean ‘dumbing down’ the content, but expressing a single clear gospel message in a memorable way.

Disciples make disciples (page 14) is a model of an all-age sermon.

If you prefer a more tradtional sermon, choose a text from the list of Bible texts on page 9. Give children the choice of doing an age-appropriate activity — either at their seats or in a designated activity area — during the sermon. At the conclusion of the sermon, the preacher asks for the children's attention with a reference to their activity and/or a question and/or something to discuss in family groups.

REHEARSAL

So, what is a disciple? may be significantly different from your usual worship pattern, and it may involve a number of different people in leadership roles. 

A rehearsal will be necessary. A complete walk-through will pinpoint any logistical problems, allow the worship leader/s to fine-tune instructions and ensure that the service itself runs smoothly.

The rehearsal time should also include: 

· prayer 

· a reminder that this is not a ‘talent show’. It is worship. They are both worshipping for themselves and leading others in worship.
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Use your regular order of worship and insert elements from ‘So, what is a disciple?’. 
Or use an outline of this service and insert your notes.

1. ARRIVAL  make disciple dolls in courtyard

2. WELCOME & INVOCATION  


3. MUSIC  ‘Come on everyone, on your feet’,  in two groups

4. CONCEPT INTRODUCTION  Dictionary study


5. MUSIC  ‘Just a closer walk with thee’

6. BIBLE READING  Jesus calls his disciples  — Puppets


7. MUSIC  ‘There were twelve disciples’

8. BIBLE READINGS  What Jesus said about being disciples - various readers - people use disciple dolls_
9. CREED  read together from adapted Nicene Creed


10. MUSIC  ‘Jesus, no one loves me more’


11. COMMITMENT ACTIVITY  People add their dolls to ‘parade of disciples’

      MUSIC  Singing group sings ‘I’m your servant’


12. SERMON   Disciples Make Disciples


13. MUSIC  ‘Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour’ – explain the ‘potter’ image


14. OFFERING   during song


15. PRAYERS  the Lord’s prayer (that Jesus taught to his disciples)


16. MUSIC  ‘I know where I’m going’

17. ANNOUNCEMENTS  Take dolls home


18. BENEDICTION  


19. MUSIC  ‘Teach me, my God and King’


20. FELLOWSHIP   Coffee, etc, plus follow the leader games for all in courtyard
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(Spoken 'script' is in plain type, comments and instructions are in italics.)

1. ARRIVAL

The hospitality team greets each person as they arrive. 

They give each person — young and old — a cut out paper doll and help each person write their name on their doll. 

Alternatively you can have printed doll patterns on a table near the entry, and people can cut out their own dolls as they arrive. 

The team also give out any books or papers needed for the worship service.

They make sure visitors find a suitable seat. 

2. WELCOME & INVOCATION

WORSHIP LEADER: Welcome to this special celebration worship. It’s great to have you here today. 

One of the last things Jesus told people before he went to heaven was: ‘Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples’. If you have a banner with those words, point to it.

Jesus wants all people — including you and me —to be his disciples. So, what’s a disciple?

Today we are going to find some answers to that question.

But the most important thing we are going to do here today is to worship God — the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Let’s begin worshipping God with a song.

3. MUSIC

Note: By singing this song in two groups with two leaders you will be laying a foundation for the concept that disciples follow a leader. You can make any groupings you choose, eg male/female; east side/west side.

MUSIC LEADER: We’re going to sing this song in two parts.

Men and boys, [George] is your leader, he’ll show you what to do.

Women and girls, [Georgia] is your leader, she’ll show you what to do.

You may have a short practice before the actual singing.

THE CONGREGATION sings a praise song in two parts: Come on everyone, on your feet (Fragar, Hillsong, The Australian Worship Collection #8) or another song of your choice.
4. CONCEPT INTRODUCTION

WL: So, what’s a disciple? Let’s check what a dictionary says.

Show the following definitions on screen or on a poster. If possible show the numbered definitions one at a time.

DISCIPLE

1.  a follower 

2.  a person who is a student of another 

3.  a person who does what the teacher teaches 

4. a person who helps to spread what the teacher teaches.

5. one of the personal followers of Jesus Christ

6. any person who follows Jesus — a Christian.
Work through the definitions, referring to the experience of singing in two groups.

For 1, they were followers of a song leader.

For 2, each group were students — who learned what to do from their song leader.

For 3, they did what the song leader taught them to do.

For 4, most of us have NOT ‘spread’ our song leader’s teaching to anyone else. But some parents may have helped their children to see and do what their song leader taught them. 

Those were all general definitions of ‘disciple’. Now we get to a more specific definition.

For 4, the Bible tells about some of these disciples — some personal followers of Jesus. 

For 5, that’s me. I am a Christian. I have decided to follow Jesus so you are looking at a real live disciple right here. And there are lots more real, live disciples sitting around you. And you may be a disciple, too.

If you want to follow Jesus — to do what Jesus teaches and to pass on what he teaches to others then you are his disciple!

5. MUSIC
THE CONGREGATION sings a disciple song (see the list on page 11).
6. BIBLE READING (1) 

Jesus calls his disciples

Use the Puppet Sketch (page 12,13).

At the conclusion of the sketch, the puppets and stage can be removed, but leave the discarded items lying on the floor.

Alternately simply read one of the Gospel accounts of Jesus calling his first disciples (see the reference list on page 9).

7. MUSIC
The congregation sings ‘There were twelve disciples Jesus called to help him’ which you can download from www.hymns.me.uk

OR sing ‘Apostles’ to the tune of ‘Jesus Loves me’ from www.ebibleteacher.com.

OR choose another ‘disciple’ song from the list on page 11.

8. BIBLE READING (2)

WORSHIP LEADER/READER: Jesus taught his disciples what it means to be his disciple. 

Listen carefully to Jesus’ words from the Bible and when you hear the word ‘disciple’ or ‘disciples’ please hold up your disciple doll.

Several people each read one passage.

READER: Jesus said: ‘If you keep on obeying what I have said, you truly are my disciples’. (John 8:31)

WL: Good. If you want to keep on obeying what Jesus says, you can hold your disciple paper doll up as high as you can. Pause.

You can put them down now, listen for the word ‘disciple’ in another Bible passage.

READER: Then Jesus pointed to his disciples and said, ‘These are my mother and my brothers’. (Matthew 12:48-50) 

WL: Good. If you like the idea of being part of Jesus’ family, hold your disciple doll up as high as you can.
You can put them down now. Listen for the word ‘disciple’ in the next Bible passage.


READER: Jesus said: ‘If you love [anything] more than me, you are not fit to be my disciples’. (Matthew 10:37)

WL: Good. You can put your paper dolls down and think about this.

Pick up the items left behind from the puppet sketch and show them and comment:
Net: Peter and Andrew loved Jesus more than they loved catching fish.

Boat: James and John loved Jesus more than they loved their family business.

Tree: Nathaniel loved Jesus more than he loved relaxing under a shade tree.

Money: Matthew loved Jesus more than he loved money.

Anyone who chooses to follow Jesus chooses NOT to follow some other possible choices. Disciples leave behind something they love a lot because they love Jesus more.

Take a couple minutes to think or talk with someone sitting near you about something you left behind when you decided to follow Jesus — or something you might need to leave behind if you decide to follow Jesus.

Allow some time.

Hold up your disciple doll when you hear the word disciple in this Bible passage:
· READER: Jesus said: ‘And unless you are willing to take up your cross and come with me, you are not fit to be my disciples’. (Matthew 10:38)
WL: Good. Following Jesus is not an easy thing to do. It means following him in the bad times as well as the good times. If you think you want to be that kind of disciple hold your doll up as high as you can.

Thanks. You can put your paper dolls down now.

9. CREED

WL: The Bible tells us all we need to know about Jesus, who invites us to be his disciples. Let’s read together a summary of what Jesus’ disciples believe about him.

Show this version of the second article of the Nicene’ Creed on a screen (or in a worship bulletin) for people to read together. 

OR have different people read each paragraph, with the congregation listening.

10. MUSIC

The congregation sings a song about Jesus or a ‘disciple’ song (see the list on page 11.)

PUPPETERS during the singing of the remove the sticks from their puppets. Place the Jesus doll at the base of the cross and the disciple puppets on the steamers near the cross.

11. COMMITMENT ACTIVITY

During the introduction to this activity, instrumentalists can play quietly a reprise of the previous song or an introduction to the following song. 

WL: Point out the disciple paper dolls on the streamers. The disciples of Bible times chose to follow Jesus in the good times and the bad times. For two thousand years since then, people have been making the same decision. 

For some of them it meant ‘carrying a cross’ —suffering and dying like Jesus did. 

For all of them it meant giving up some other things.

For all of them it meant being a part of Jesus’ family — being with Jesus forever.

Would you like to be a part of this great parade of disciples, 
following Jesus, 
willing to suffer as he did, 
trusting Jesus to be with you always 
to guide you and help you?

If you would like to join the parade of disciples, you can bring the disciple doll with your name on it up here and put it on the streamer.

Just come when you are ready. Someone from the hospitality team will help you.

If you are not ready to follow Jesus, or if you just don’t want to do this activity, that’s OK. You can stay in your seat and listen to the music.

MUSIC 
SINGER/S During the activity a soloist or singing group sings ‘I’m your servant’ (Now into your presence, Lord, I will gladly come) (Andrew Ulugia, Parachute music, on the CD Always and forever) or another song of commitment or a disciple song from the list on page 11.

12. SERMON
DISCIPLES MAKE DISCIPLES

PREACHER presents a short sermon based on the model on page 14 or another discipleship text (see page 9).

13. MUSIC

CONGREGATION sings a song of thanksgiving or a ‘disciple’ song.

14. OFFERING 

Announce and give offerings in your usual way. This may be done during or after the previous song.

15. PRAYERS

WL: One of the things Jesus did — and taught his disciples to do — was pray.

We are going to pray a prayer Jesus prayed for his disciples.

Use the Disciples Prayer on page 16.

Two people can read the prayer; one reading the highlighted ‘bidding’ comments and the other reading the prayer in regular print.

OR four readers can each read one section of the prayer.

OR you can print out the words and have the prayer leader read the bidding comments and segments of the congregation read the prayer sections.

And now, we’re going to pray a prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to use.

Have the words of the Lord’s prayer on screen on in a worship booklet so people can read it together.

AND/OR use your usual prayer format.

16. MUSIC

congregation sings a disciple song.
17. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Make any needed short announcements.

Suggest that after the service people collect their disciple dolls and take them home. They could put them somewhere that they will see them and think/talk about what they have done during this worship service.

Invite people to join with the other ‘disciples’ after the service for a special time of fellowship. Give any needed details of what will be happening.

Explain any follow-up (eg prayer, counselling, courses) available to people who have been challenged during the service to tollow Jesus or to take new steps in their life as Jesus’ disciples.

18. BENEDICTION

WL/MINISTER: So, what is a disciple?

A disciple is someone who follows Jesus and who leads other people to follow Jesus.

God will bless each one of you as you live as Jesus’ disciples. Go and make disciples of all people. Amen.

19. MUSIC

CONGREGATION sings a closing song.

20. FELLOWSHIP

THE HOSPITALITY TEAM provides a time for people to mingle informally over coffee and snacks.

Consider organising  some snacks and follow-the-leader type games for children away from where adults may be holding hot drinks.  Even better, invite people of all ages to participate in the games together!

OR, if you have used the burger image in the sermon, consider having a burger barbeque. Having the smell of grilling burgers wafting through the church during the ‘burger bit’ in the sermon would add a really strong sensory experience to this intergenerational worship.
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JESUS CALLS HIS FIRST DISCIPLES

Matthew 4:18–22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:2–11

Matthew 9:9–13; Mark 2:14–17; Luke 5:27–32

John 1:35–51
NAMES OF THE TWELVE

Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:13–19; Luke 6:13–16; Acts 1:12,13
DISCIPLES FOLLOW JESUS
The Gospels are full of references to ‘Jesus and his disciples’ going places and doing things. Jesus’ disciples saw his miracles and heard his preaching. Some of the occasions when they were directly involved with what Jesus did are:

· Jesus calms a storm: Matthew 8:23–27; 
Mark 4:35–-41; Luke 8:.22–27

· Jesus feeds crowds of people: 
Matthew 14:13–21; Matthew 15:32–39; 
Mark 6:30–44; Mark 8:1–10, Luke 9:10–17; John 6:1–13
· Jesus walks on water: Matthew 14:22–33; Mark 6:45–51; John 6:15–21
· Disciples send people away 
Woman:  Matthew 15:21–28; Mark 7:24–30
Children:  Matthew 19:1–15; Mark 10:13–16; Luke 18:15–17

· Jesus predicts his death:  Matthew 16:21–28; Mark 8:31–39; Luke 9:22–27

· Jesus and a Samaritan woman: John 4:1–38

· Jesus is transfigured:  Matthew 17:1–8; 
Mark 9:2–13; Luke 9:28–30

· Peter’s confession:  Matthew 6:13–26; 
Mark 8:27–9:1; Luke 9:18–27

· Triumphal entry into Jerusalem: 
Matthew 21:1–9; Mark 11:1–10;
 Luke 19:28–38; John 12:12–19

· The last supper: Matthew 26:17–35, 
Mark 14:12–25; Luke 22:7–20; 
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

· Jesus prays in Gethsemane: 
Matthew 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42; 
 Luke 22:40–46

· Disciples see Jesus after his resurrection:  Luke 24:13–50; John 20:19–21:25

JESUS TEACHES HIS  DISCIPLES 

· Jesus explained things to them: Mark 4:34
· Jesus instructs his disciples:  Matthew 11:1–3, Luke 7:18–35

· Jesus sends disciples on ‘mission’ trip: Twelve: Mathew 10:9–15, 14:1,2;
Mark 6:8–11,14–16; Luke 9:1–6; 
Seventy-two: Luke 10:1–24
· Jesus teaches about serving: John 13.21-30
· Cost of discipleship: Matthew 8:18–22;
 Luke 9:57–60; Luke 14:25–35

· How to pray: Luke 11:1–4

JESUS TALKS ABOUT BEING DISCIPLES

· Not better than teacher: Matthew 10:24
· Love Jesus more than family: Matthew 10:37
· Take up your cross:  Matthew 10:37–39
· Who is greatest?  Matthew 18:1; 
Mark 9:33–37; Luke 9:46–48

· Obey what I have said: John 8:3
· Disciples are family:  Matthew 12:46–50; Mark 3:31–35; Luke 8:19–21
JESUS PRAYED FOR HIS DISCIPLES
John 17:6–26
DISCIPLES AFTER PENTECOST

· Numbers of disciples increase:  Acts 6:1

· Women disciples, eg Tabitha:  Acts 9:36–42

· Disciples called Christians:  Acts 11:26

· Paul and Barnabas strengthen disciples: Acts 14:22, 18:23

JESUS SENT HIS DISCIPLES TO MAKE DISCIPLES

See a comparative chart of four versions on the next page.
Matthew 28:18-20 

Jesus said to his eleven disciples:  

I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth! 

Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. 

Baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do everything I have told you. 

I will be with you always, even until the end of the world. 


Mark 16:15-18 

Jesus said to his eleven disciples: 

Go and preach the good news to everyone in the world. 

Anyone who believes me and is baptised will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe me will be condemned. 

Everyone who believes me will be able to do wonderful things. By using my name they will force out demons, and they will speak new languages. They will handle snakes and will drink poison and not be hurt. They will also heal sick people by placing their hands on them.  

Alternative version

Mark 16:9-10 

Later, Jesus sent the disciples to the east and to the west with his sacred and everlasting message of how people can be saved for ever. 


Luke 24:45-49
Jesus said to his disciples: 

The Scriptures say that the Messiah must suffer, then three days later he will rise from death. 

They also say that all people of every nation must be told in my name to turn to God, in order to be forgiven. So beginning in Jerusalem, you must tell everyone everything that has happened. 

I will send you the one my Father has promised, but you must stay in the city until you are given power from heaven. 


Acts 1:7,8 

Jesus said to them: 

You don’t need to know the time of those events that only the Father controls. 

But the Holy Spirit will come upon you and give you power. 

Then you will tell everyone about me in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and everywhere in the world.  
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Traditional Hymns 

Some all-time favourite hymns are listed under the discipleship section of The Australian Hymn Book. If a significant number of worshippers are familiar with the hymns, include one or two in your service.

Watch for words and images that may not be understood by worshippers. They can provide a teaching opportunity if the worship leader gives a brief explanation before the hymn is sung. Having the words on a screen can allow you to insert illustrations to help people understand some unfamiliar concepts.

· A charge to keep I have (Wesley) #487

· Be thou my vision #455

· Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go (Wesley) #489

· God be in my head (Sarum) #456

· Guide me, O thou great Jehovah (Williams) #478

· I bind unto myself today (Patrick) #454

· Jesus calls us o’er the tumult (Alexander) #505

· Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us (Edmeston) #492

· Lead, kindly light (Newman) #494 

· Jesus, friend of little children (Mathams) #524

· O, Master, let me walk with thee (Gladden) #522

· Take up your cross (Everest) #496

· Teach me, my God and King, in all things thee to see (Herbert) #458

· When we walk with the Lord (Trust and obey) (Sammis) #531

More contemporary possibilities include
from The Australian Worship Collection, v 1: 

· Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour (the Potter’s hand) (Zschech) #11

· Jesus, no one loves me more (Tzeegenkoff) #56

· Lord, to serve you is my joy (Fragar) #64

· We will never be the same (Battersly) #89

from The Australian Worship Collection, v 2:

· Almighty God, my Redeemer (All things are possible) (Zschech) #1

· Lord, I’m holding on to you (Bullock) #73

· Lord, you lead me (Bullock) #87

· Walking in the light (Zschech) #111

· You rescued me (Bullock) #136
From the All Together series
· Because we bear your name(Kleinig)
ATE #292

· Christmas Blessing (Podlich/Mann) 
ATA #194

· Follow me (Mann) ATOK #401

· I know where I’m going (Traditional) ATA #199

· I want Jesus to walk with me (traditional) ATN #84

· One more step (Carter) #ATA 200
· The summons (Iona Community) 
ATOK# 413

· Walkin’down the road (Mann) ATN #87

Other songs you can find on the internet
· I am weak, but Thou art strong (Just a closer walk with Thee) (traditional spiritual)

· Day by day . . . three things I pray (Stephen Schwartz) 
· I have decided to follow Jesus . . . no turning back (public domain)
· Where you lead, I will follow (Carole King) — may be good for discussion
· Sometimes by step (Rich Mullins)
Specially for children:
· Come as you are (MacGregor) 
· Follow the Saviour (Buchanan) from the album/songbook and All Together Whatever #471

· Footsteps (MacGregor) God Gives 2 and Gospelling to the Beat 1

· I will make you fishers of men

· MacGregor

· Step by step (Beaker) The Source 2 #906

· We’re following Jesus (Evans) Singalong Songbook1

· Who is a disciple? (Strathdee) Seasons of the Spirit music resource, Lent/Easter 2007
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A PUPPET SKETCH

Present this collection of Bible texts as a puppet sketch.

Puppets are cardboard cut outs of the paper doll pattern (see page 17). Make them larger than the pattern. Write each disciple’s name on their cut out.

Use gaffer tape to attach a stick to a leg of each puppet. Where two puppets move together (eg James & John) one puppeteer can operate both puppets. 

You will need 14 named puppets (Jesus, (Simon) Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Thomas, Matthew, Bartholomew, James 2, Thaddaeus, Simon, Judas, Bartholomew, Tabitha). 
You can add other puppet/disciples depending on how many puppeteers you want to involve and the size of your puppet stage.

Several of the puppets will need props (see the script below). 

If you have a puppet stage, use it. If not improvise, eg. 

· attach a plain coloured blanket (or other blanket-size fabric) to a length of 4X2 timber and have two people hold it up at shoulder height, with the puppeteers behind the blanket.

· turn tables on their side, so that the table top faces the congregation and puppeteers can hide behind it.

The Narrator (or a group of readers) stands at one side of the puppet stage. 

If you wish, a tally-keeper can stand at the other side of the stage with a black/white board or a sheet of card and record the number of disciples after each reading 

	NARRATOR
	PUPPETS
	TALLY

	
	PETER & ANDREW at left, holding a net.
	

	While Jesus was walking along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two brothers. One was Peter, and the other was Andrew. They were fishermen, and they were casting their net into the lake.
	JESUS moves slowly towards them from right.

PETER & ANDREW can nod to the congregation when introduced.
	

	Jesus said to them, ‘Come with me! I will teach you how to bring in people instead of fish.’
	JESUS stands near Peter and Andrew
	

	At once the two brothers dropped their nets and went with him.  
	PETER & ANDREW drop net over the front of the puppet stage onto the floor. From now on they follow behind Jesus wherever he goes.
	

	And there were two disciples.
	
	2

	
	JAMES & JOHN at right, with a boat.
	

	Jesus walked on until he saw James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in a boat with their father mending their nets. 
	Jesus (with disciples) walks to them.
	

	Jesus asked them to come with him too.
	
	

	Straight away they left the boat and their father, and went with Jesus. 
	JAMES & JOHN drop the boat over the front of the stage. From now on they follow Jesus.
	

	And then there were four.
	
	4

	
	PHILIP at left.
	

	The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee 
	Jesus (with disciples) moves to left
	

	There he met Philip, who was from Bethsaida, the home town of Andrew and Peter.
	
	

	Jesus said to Philip, ‘Come with me’.
	
	

	And then there were five.
	
	5

	
	NATHANIEL stands near centre beside a shade tree. PHILIP moves to him. (Others stay at left)
	

	Philip then found Nathanael and said, ‘We have found the one that Moses and the prophets wrote about. He is Jesus the son of Joseph from Nazareth’. 
	
	

	
	NATHANIEL drops shade tree over stage.
	

	When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said, . . . ‘Before Philip called you, I saw you under the shade tree’. 
	NATHANIEL & PHILIP move to Jesus and disciples.
	

	Nathaniel said, ‘Rabbi, you are the son of God and king of Israel. 
	
	

	And then there were six.
	
	6

	
	MATTHEW at right holding coins (or bag of coins).
	

	Jesus saw a tax collector named Matthew sitting at the place for paying taxes. Jesus said to him, ‘Come with me.’
	JESUS and disciples move to him.
	

	Matthew got up and went with him.
	MATTHEW drops coins over front of puppet stage and joins the others.
	

	And then there were seven.
	
	7

	Many people saw Jesus working miracles and heard him preach with authority. They too decided to follow him.
	JESUS stands centre stage. OTHER PUPPETS (to a total of at least 12) join Jesus and the seven on the stage.
	

	Jesus decided to ask some of his disciples to go up onto a mountain with him and they went, then he chose twelve to send them out to preach. 
Peter was one of the twelve. 
There were also, 
Andrew, James and John, 
Philip, Thomas, Matthew,
James, the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus,
Simon, known as the eager one, 
Judas and Bartholomew.
	Each NAMED PUPPET nods to the congregation as his name is mentioned.


	

	Then there were twelve.
	
	12

	There were lots more than twelve disciples, we don’t know all their names.
	
	More 

	Not all of the disciples were blokes, either. The Bible tells the story of one of the women disciples called Tabitha.
	TABITHA nods to the congregation.
	More 

	Jesus gave us a clear description of what it means to be his disciple.
	
	

	Jesus said: ‘If you keep on obeying what I have said, you truly are my disciples.’
	
	More 

	So there are more disciples than we can count.
	
	Lots more 
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A SERMON SUGGESTION

This sermon uses two images: a burger and a paper doll. Make the images large and colourful so they are memorable. 

Use three-dimensional models that can be manipulated. Have an intergenerational group of ‘helpers’ to do the manipulating while you speak.

The Burger: A creative person in your congregation may make a paper-mache burger model or a soft-toy burger. You will need to be able to take the components apart and rebuild the burger.

The Paper Doll: This image is already being used throughout the service. You will need a ‘Jesus’ paper doll to start with, plus several sheets of card in different colours, a texta and scissors. Doing the activity on an easel will make it easier for people to see what you are doing. 
The Bible tells us that Jesus was a great teacher and story-teller. He did miracles and healed sick people. 

Lots of people followed Jesus around wherever he went. Today we might call people like that ‘groupies’. The Bible calls them ‘followers’, ‘friends’, ‘believers’, ‘Christians’ and ‘disciples’.

The Bible tells us that Jesus was not just a great teacher and helper; he was God.

It’s pretty hard to understand how that can be. Today we’re not going to try to figure it out. The people who hung around with Jesus couldn’t figure it out, either. But after Jesus died and came back to life again, they believed it — even if they couldn’t understand it.

Just before Jesus went back to heaven, he told his disciples something very important about disciples: disciples make disciples. 

Jesus said:

[Read]  All authority in heaven and earth is given to me. So go and make followers of all people in the world. Baptise them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything that I have taught you. And I will be with you always, even until the end of the age.

Jesus’ way of making disciples reminds me a bit of a recipe for making a burger.

Let’s have a go at making a disciple-burger.


[Build first layer]  First comes the base of the bun — Jesus’ authority.
The whole disciple burger is built on that.

[Build second layer]  Next comes the meat patty — Baptism.
Jesus recipe calls for the highest quality baptism-meat 

— Baptism that has been stamped with the mark of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

— Baptism that joins people with Jesus and his forgiveness.

[Build third layer]  Next comes the veggies — Teaching.
Again, Jesus’ recipe calls for prime-quality teaching — teaching what Jesus himself taught.

[Add two tomatoes] Jesus taught people to love God and to love the people around them.

[Add three pickles] Jesus taught people to serve one another.

[Add lettuce leaf] Jesus taught people to trust him for whatever they need.

[Build top layer]  The disciple burger is topped off with the other part of the bun. 
The top is Jesus’ presence.

Optional: This is not an ordinary hamburger bun — it is, in fact a hot cross bun. Jesus presence is marked with a cross: the cross on which Jesus died to make us free to follow him; the cross which we too will carry if we follow him.

Let’s look at that again.

To make a disciple, 

[Rebuild]
you start with Jesus’ authority

[Rebuild]
you add Jesus’ baptism

[Rebuild]
and Jesus’ teaching

[Rebuild]
and top it off with Jesus’ presence.

Disciples aren’t really burgers; they are people. 

So let’s think for a while about making disciple people.

Why do people become disciples?

People hung around with Jesus because 

· Jesus was different from any other person they had ever met. 
(He had power and authority.)

· Jesus loved them and helped them.

· Jesus helped them to understand what God is like.

[As the preacher continues, helpers hold the Jesus doll against a sheet of card. Use the Jesus doll as a template to draw another doll outline. Do it slowly in sight of the congregation. Draw several outlines, cut them out and label them ‘disciple’.]

People became disciples because Jesus invited them to — to turn away from everything else and follow him. 

I think that Christians today follow Jesus for the same reasons

· Jesus is different from any other person we know. He’s stronger and loves us more. 

· Jesus helps us to understand what God is like.

· we believe that Jesus is God. 

· Jesus invites us to follow him.

Think for a minute about why you may want to follow Jesus:  why are you his disciple? Is it one of these reasons? All of them? Something different? 

Take a minute to share your answer with someone sitting near you.

[PAUSE]

[Draw attention to the template- drawing]

Something interesting happens to people who spend a lot of time with Jesus. They start becoming like Jesus — just as these new dolls are like the Jesus doll. 

Disciples do what Jesus tells them to do and act the way Jesus acts.

They have all the ingredients they need to make more disciples

[Refer to the burger]

[BASE] Jesus’ disciples have Jesus’ authority. They have the power to do what Jesus wants them to do in Jesus’ name.

[PATTY] Jesus’ disciples have the authority to baptise people and to forgive their sins.

[VEGETABLES] Jesus’ disciples have the authority to teach people about what Jesus did and what Jesus said.

[TOP] Finally, Jesus disciples have the promise that Jesus is always with them.

So . . . 

With all those ingredients, Jesus’ disciples can make other disciples.

[Use the disciple dolls, created from theJesus template as templates for drawing other dolls.]

Think about who helped make you a disciple, a Christian, a follower of Jesus.

Was it a Mum who was a disciple? a Dad who was a Christian? a friend who followed Jesus? a minister? a teacher? a friend? Grandpa or Grandma? or several of these disciples working together?

Take a minute to share your answer with someone sitting near you.

[PAUSE]

If you are a disciple of Jesus, Jesus wants you to be a disciple-maker.

How can you do this?

· [Show the Jesus doll and hold a disciple doll beside it] Stay close to Jesus so that what Jesus is and says rubs off on you and you keep on becoming more and more like Jesus.

Talk about Jesus in your family. 

Read the Bible regularly to know what Jesus taught. 

Pray regularly — talk to Jesus about what’s happening in your life and your world.

· [Hold a blank sheet of card beside the Jesus and disciple dolls.] Get close to someone else, love them and help them the way Jesus helped people.

Tell them about Jesus.

Invite them to follow Jesus.

And as they become disciples, they will make disciples, too.
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This prayer is based on Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer for his Disciples in John 17

As Jesus’ disciples, we pray to the Father:

Father, you give glory to Jesus, our Lord and Teacher. Jesus brought glory to you by doing everything you gave him to do.

As Jesus’ disciples, we thank God for all that Jesus has done for us:

Father, you gave Jesus power over all people, so that he would give eternal life to everyone who turns to him. Eternal life is to know you, the only true God, and to know Jesus Christ, the one you sent. 
You have given Jesus followers in this world, and he has shown us what you are like. 

Jesus told us what you told him, and we accepted it. We know that Jesus came from you, and we believe that you are the one who sent him.

As Jesus’ disciples here, we pray for his disciples everywhere:
Father, we pray for all followers of Jesus that we will bring glory to Jesus by doing everything Jesus asks us to do. 
Keep us safe by the power of Jesus’ name.

Keep us safe from the people of this world who hate us because we don’t belong to this world, but to Jesus’ heavenly kingdom.
We don't ask you to take us out of the world, but keep us safe from the evil one. 

Make us one with each other, just as you and Jesus are one. 
Jesus sent us into the world just as you sent Jesus. 

Jesus gave himself completely for our sake, so that we may belong completely to the truth. 

As Jesus’ disciples, we pray for those who do not yet follow him:

Father, we are not praying just for ourselves. We are also praying for everyone else who will have faith because of what we will say about him.

Make all of them one with each other, and one with us. 

Then the people of this world will believe that you sent Jesus. They will know that you love Jesus’ followers as much as you love Jesus himself. 

As Jesus disciples, we ask what he has promised us:

Father, let all Jesus’ followers be with him, wherever he is. Then we will see the glory that you have given him, and will know the complete joy of being with Jesus. 

Amen.
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To make dolls you can print multiple copies of this pattern. Or you can use the pattern to make templates and draw around the template. It fits neatly on an A-5 size paper.

If possible, use heavier paper than standard 80gsm and use a rainbow of colours.

A team of people can prepare the dolls before hand and the hospitality team hand them out as people arrive. Or you can set up a table at the entrance to the worship area and help people to make their own dolls.


C











JESUS


Jesus, our leader is the only Son of God.


He was not made, but existed eternally.He is of one being with the Father; through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, and became truly human. 


For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 


On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.


He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.


He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.





DISCIPLE
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