FAITH FAMILY RESOURCES
Each quarterly issue of Faith Family (a Christian resource for families) lists a number of outstanding faith-nurturing resources for use in homes.

Here are some of the resources that have been recommended. Ask for them at your local Christian book shop. 

BIBLES

( God Loves Me Bible
by Susan Beck, illustrations by Gloria Oostema

A starting point for the youngest children

At each opening of this small-format book you will meet someone God loves. There is an illustration and 6-8 lines of story text (with reference to where the story can be found in a complete Bible). Bible characters are featured in Bible-sequence. The contemporary reader is included at the end of each section.

$9.95

( The Little Children’s Bible Story Book
By Anne de Graff, illustrations by 

For preschoolers

Bible stories presented in Bible-sequence. Delightfully illustrated with a recurring animal character who helps parent and child think about the relevance of the story for themselves.

$16.95

( Magnify

For middle primary

The complete New Testament (International Children’s Bible) in magazine format for kids. 380 pages. Each page is enlivened with some special colourful, child friendly ‘extras’ that draw children into the Bible text: facts, quizzes, ‘Top Ten’ lists, ‘Livin’ It’ life application tips and lots more.

$16.95

( The Big Rescue

The complete Bible (Contemporary English Version). Identical to the adult format of this Bible, with cartoon-style coloured pictures inserted and a short child-friendly introduction to Bible reading.

Well supported by www.biblekids.info 

$24.95

( Ilumina
(Parent and Teacher Version)

For electronically-inclined children and families. A software program. Interactive visual format makes Bible learning fun and memorable. The set of 7 CD ROMS includes two translations of the Bible, a Bible dictionary and thesaurus (which allows you to key in a key word or theme and find where it is in the Bible), stacks of maps, animation of several favourite Bible stories, time lines and more.
For both Windows and Mac, requires at least 256 MB of RAM)

Preview the resource at www.ilumina.com.au

$120.00
FOR CHRISTMAS 

( Come and See Christmas
by Penny Boshoff & Helen Gale
Scripture Union, 2003

This book is a bit different! You place your child’s photo on the back page and see it through cut-outs in the other pages. Your child is right there in the midst of the story: peeking at Gabriel and Mary through the inn window, as a shepherd, in the crowd outside Herod’s palace . . .  

The story is told with few words, but many questions for the child to answer. The illustrations are clear and expressive. 4-6 year olds will love this book. 

$10.95

( On a Silent Night
by Joy Morgan Davis; illustrated by Paige Billin-Frye
An Arch Book from Concordia, 2000 

This book retells the story of Christmas (Luke 2:1-20) through fun-to-read rhymes and bright cut-paper illustrations. Scripturally sound, enjoyable and easy to remember, the rhyme capture the attention of children. Contains a helpful page for parents with ideas of how to use the book.

A delightful, inexpensive gift for all the young children in your life.

$2.95

FOR EASTER

( Jesus is Alive 
The Easter Story
Kirsten Long & Deema Percival 

Like many other Australian mums, Kirsten Long and Deema Percival struggled to find a book that told the Easter story in a way that was appropriate for children aged 0-5. In the end they created their own book. Kirsten wrote the story of Jesus in language that children can relate to and understand. Deema illustrated it with simple, vibrant, child-like illustrations.

$9.95

( An Easter Carol
VeggieTales
directed by Tim Hodge
Big Idea, 2004

Those zany singing veggies are at it again!

Greedy Ebenezer Nezzer manufactures plastic eggs and mechanical chickens. He mounts a huge commercial campaign to profit from Easter. Bob the Tomato, Larry the Cucumber and a music-box angel named Hope (voice of Rebecca St. James) take Ebeneezer on a journey through Easter Past, Present and Future, to discover the real meaning of Christ's death and return. 

The DVD is packed with lots of bonus features, including a family activity, karaoke, games, how-to-draw, and ‘The Making of . . .’

Grown-ups often enjoy VeggieTales as much as children. It’s a good idea to watch any new movie with young children at least the first time they see it.

DVD $14.96 

FOR CHILDREN (AND THEIR PARENTS) 

( Christian Words Magnets
Magna-Mates

‘God loves us.’ ‘Jesus listens to me.’ These are just two of the faith-statements you can form from this set of magnets with thirty ‘Christian’ sight words. 

The use of these magnets is limited only by your imagination. Use them as a game, a family devotion, a daily reminder, to hold a list of prayer points, to help a young child recognise key faith words. Stick them to the fridge, a baking tray or a magnetic whiteboard. 

Each easy-to-read word magnet is 1.5 cm X 4 cm, with clear black learner-style print on white background.

Not recommended for children under 3.

Set of 30 words $8.95  Set of 120 words $18.95
( God’s Quiet Things
by Nancy Sweetland & Rick Stevens
Eerdmans, 1994

Shhh. Listen. Can you hear a sound from worms that wiggle underground? Do you hear the darkness fall? The morning dew that comes to call? Look and listen high and low. God’s quiet things are yours to know.
Sweetland’s simple, rhyming text leads children to discover marvellous things in nature by looking and listening. Stevens’s soft pastel illustrations reveal that God’s quiet things are always there just waiting to be discovered. 

Can help you introduce your children aged 3–7 to the art of quietness.

$14.95/$29.95
( Twice Yours
A parable of God’s Gift
Nan Gurley & Bill Farnsworth
ZonderKidz, 2002

This is a delightful retelling of a wonderful old fable — a lasting treasure for your 4–8 year-old. It’s about a boy with a boat — how he first made it, then lost it, and finally bought it back again. Using gentle words and beautiful full-colour art, this lovely tale paints a heart-warming picture of what God did for us through the blood of his son Jesus on Calvary.

Once you have read the book you will want to try carving or making and sailing a toy sailboat with your child!

$9.95/$29.95

( The Prodigal Tale
by Rocfish, 2004

The new production from Australian Christian children's music group Rockfish uses original songs, drama and dance to bring Bible the gospel parable of the prodigal son to life for modern day kids. 

Children aged from 2-12 years will love this exciting interactive journey to discover the meaning of true friends and true love! 

DVD $24.95
Video $24.95 
CD (includes lyrics & backing tracks) $19.95

( It’s Your Move
Scripture Union, 2003

This small magazine-format book is designed to help children move from primary to high school. Short articles, quizzes, suggestions, questions and information 

A valuable book for young people to read by themselves. Better still for parents and young people to discuss together.

$4.95

FOR PARENTS (AND THEIR CHILDREN)

( Festivals of the Christian Year
Make them really special
Lois Rock
Lion, 1996

Annual Christian festivals give us a framework for remembering important aspects of our faith, particularly the life of Jesus. Finding your own special way of observing Christian festivals (and repeating them each year) is a wonderful way of creating traditions for your family.

In a format similar to Woman’s Day craft books, this book will help you develop your own celebrations for Lent, Easter, Advent, Christmas and some less-known festivals.

$19.95/$24.95

( Faithfully Parenting Pre-schoolers
A proactive approach
John R Bucka
Concordia, 2003

The world is changing. And the role of parents changes with it. Preschoolers — and their parents — need special, individualized care.

Faithfully Parenting Preschoolers helps you evaluate your priorities, values, and expectations as you look to God's Word, prayer, and other people for guidance. It points to God's consistent presence, help, wisdom, grace, and forgiveness, as well as his strength and peace, to help you as you parent.

Twenty-one contemporary child-raising topics are covered, including: Separation anxiety; Child-care; Sleeping habits, Conflicts. 

For individual parents, or groups of pre-school parents. 

$16.95

( The Christian Kids’ Gardening Guide
Cool Stuff for You to Make and Grow
Rebecca Park Totillo
Illustrations: Megan Jeffery
Legacy Press 2002

A bright, colourful book jammed full of things that families can do together in their leisure time. The ideas centre on the garden, of course, but include surprising things you can do with what you grow. Bible verses and Bible stories are scattered throughout — like seeds sown in a garden.

Sections include: Planning your garden, Caring for your garden, The Salad Garden, The Healing Cross (Herb) Garden and No Backyard? No problem.

Written for North America, but suitable for Australian conditions.

$22.95

( Sabbath Rest
Restoring the sacred rhythm of rest
by Wayne Muller
Lion Publishing, 1999

If you ever thought ‘Sabbath’ was about enforced boredom or being made to go to church, think again.

Muller opens up a variety of helpful ways of thinking about God’s marvellous gift of rest and recreation.

He draws us into patterns of nature, like day and night. He looks at what it would mean if we read the last part of the creation story as: ‘On the seventh day, God created rest’. He unpacks the implications of the commandment ‘Remember the Sabbath day’, showing that for God rest is as important as life, marriage and truthfulness.

The writing itself is ‘wonderfully soothing’, easy to read, positive, comforting and inspirational. Each of the thirty short sections is followed by an ‘exercise’ — a gentle encouragement to put some of the ideas into practice in your own life (and the life of your family).

Reading this book in the midst of a particularly hectic week was a real blessing!

$21.95

( Symphony of Hope
Geoff Bullock

It’s wonderful to have a background of music for eating or relaxing or doing chores at home or while driving in the car. When that music reminds you of the powerful words of Geoff Bullock’s worship songs, the benefits are doubled.

Paul Terracini arranged Bullock’s music for this recording by the Symphony Orchestra of Prague A Symphony of Hope contains twelve of Bullock’s finest songs, including: The Power of Your Love, Refresh My Heart, The Heaven Shall Declare, Unfailing Love.

‘A feast of melodic, scintillating orchestral arrangements that shine fresh light on Bullock’s compositions’. 

Volume 1 CD: $24.95/Volume 2 CD: $24.95
Video: Nature's Symphony of Hope combines this beautiful music with inspiring images of Australia. $19.95

( Between the Microwave and the Mall
by Merilyn Packer
Openbook, 2004

Australian author Merilyn Packer uses her training as a clinical psychologist and her life experiences as a Christian woman, wife and mother to reflect in a practical, down-to-earth way about a wide range of everyday issues that women face. 

The articles, which originally appeared in Australian Christian Woman, are grouped by themes for easy reading. Each article is 2-3 pages in length. Ideal for devotions and reflective reading for mums.

$16.95

