Reading for Sunday 17th August:  Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32

God’s Gift of Life:

"for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable."   (Rom 11:29)
The gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
[1] In essence it means that God can be trusted. 

Looking at this word irrevocable, unchanging, unalterable, irreversible - The Greek word is ametameletos: without repentance. Compare this with the negation of the Greek word metanoia: without turning, without change of mind. Once God has given his gifts, once God has called to us, he will not change his mind. So we can trust God, as Paul says: 
"for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him."    (2 Tim 1:12)  

His personal relationship with Jesus Christ gave him great confidence even when things were going against him in a worldly sense. 
"I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand."    (John 10:28) 
Martin Luther once said, 
“I have held many things and I have lost them all, only what I have placed into God’s hand have I retained.”
Once we have God’s stamp upon us we are always in favour with God.  In life we are often only in favour as long as we are compliant, only as long as we agree. The moment you step out of line, that is the end of the line. We never reach the end of the line with God, he loves and once we have become the object of his love his nature does not change. We of course can stray away. But on God’s part his hand is stretched out still.
Psalm 27:10   “If my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will take me up.”
[2] This gift is the gift of life. Life is not salvage to be saved out of the world, but an investment to be used in the world.
Paul says in 2 Corinth 9:15 “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”, and in Romans 6:23  “ ... the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Life is a gift and the further gift from God is eternal life.

Eternal life is the primary gift which God gives to all believers. It is his to give, not ours to earn. It is that freedom which sets us free to live. In so much of our world today we are taught to think of ourselves as victims. Past, circumstances, hereditary factors, yet God through his gift of life to us gives to us all a chance to choose. We are not driven by instinct, but by choice. 
Life is for living, choose life. 
"I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live,"    (Deut 30:19) 

As Christians it is important that we do not see Death as the enemy, for Jesus Christ has dealt with that and part of our faith is to understand that death is the transition into what is already in place. Eternal life is now. We are linked through eternal life with all who loved the Lord and have gone before. Mourn we may but we can also anticipate great reunion, and this verse reminds us that that set of hopes and expectations is offered through God’s gracious gift. The gift of eternal life is irrevocable. Through God’s gift of life we live in hope.
Eternal life means we have an on-going future.

This is the primary gift, all other gifts of the spirit flow from this gift. Faith, repentance, forgiveness, cleansing, a whole new sense of a new creation, come once we recognise we have this gift. 

God is calling us into this new life, this new creation.

[3] God’s gifts and call are irrevocable. Some people decide to accept God’s offer of life at the eleventh hour, but then die at 10:30!
The offer he makes is always there. 
Albert Einstein was travelling across US by train when the bell for dinner rang. He put his book aside and walked to the dinning car. When he got there he realised he had forgotten his reading glasses and so could not read the menu. “I can’t read the menu” he remarked to the waiter. To which the waiter replied “I am so sorry, sir, but I quite understand, I am uneducated as well.”
We need to be sure that we do not misread the offer that God is making to us. God’s gifts and call are irrevocable but they are not irresistible, we can make a decision either to take or walk away from God’s gifts and calling. God reaches out, but a legitimate response is still in our court. 
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