EVALUATING 
RESOURCES

As a children’s ministry leader, you are aware of the multitude of ministry resources available in both printed and electronic form. You may have been overwhelmed by the abundance and wondered how to sort out the proverbial ‘wheat’ from the ‘chaff’.

From time to time you may be called on to evaluate resources — either for yourself or for others: your team or parents and children you work with.
Sometimes your decision will have serious consequences: 
· using people’s time (effectively or ineffectively)
· influencing people’s understanding and faith (positively or negatively) 
· spending your congregation’s budget (efficiently or inefficiently).

You may have found the responsibility either challenging or intimidating.

Attached is a simple, one-page guide for evaluating resources.

Although the proforma is written specifically for printed resources, the same principles and many of the same questions can be asked when you look at CD’s, videos, DVD’s, computer games and, to some extent, web sites.

You are welcome to copy the proforma and use it to keep a record of your reaction to resources when you come across them.
Alternatively, you may use it simply as a guide for asking appropriate questions as you consider ministry resources.

RESOURCE EVALUATION PROFORMA
TITLE

PUBLISHER

     info about publisher 

AUTHOR

     info about author

TYPE OF RESOURCE

SIZE ________________________ PUBLICATION YEAR 
  COST _______________________________
BACK COVER: What is the resource about?


     What does the resource promise to do?


     Who is the resource written for?


TABLE OF CONTENTS: What does this resource cover?


INTRODUCTION: Does the theology seem to agree with yours?
Y   N
     Does the approach to ministry/mission seem to agree with yours?
Y   N
SAMPLE SECTION: Read a sample chapter or section from the middle of the item. 
     Circle words below that apply to the section. 
     Rate it Good/Average/Poor on the following criteria.
     Appearance: clear simple layout, attractive helpful illustrations
G   A   P
     Language: understandable, precise
G   A   P

     Content: helpful, accurate, uplifting, inspiring, practical, Biblical
G   A   P

RECOMMENDATIONS: Who do I know who has read/used this resource?


     What do they say about it?


SIMILAR RESOURCES:  What similar resource/s do I have / know of?


      Compare these resources, is this one better?  In what ways? 


USE: Can I see this resource being used in my situation?
Y   N
     How?


     By whom?


RESERVATIONS: Do I have any reservations about using or recommending this resource?
Y   N
     Why?


OVERALL EVALUATION 
G   A   P

ACTION 


Reviewer’s name
Date___________________
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