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Tails of the Unexpected:  A Story for Christmas Eve …



Story by Linda Driver. Adapted from: “Tales from the Manger” by Chonda and David Pierce (Zonderkidz, Grand Rapids, Michigan) 

..and an idea: 

“Giraffes demand equal rights in the nativity scene” from David Craig and Mark Gorringe (the ratbag angels), Christmas 2004.  

With thanks to the Keltie and Driver families for their honest advice and great ideas, especially Sandy Keltie.

For the real story of the nativity, look up Luke 2:1-20 in the Bible.

Anaya:  Eastern Nigeria name meaning, "look up to God."
Script:

Stage Manager to introduce story and choose volunteers

List of characters:

1. Anaya – shy, weary, lonely, hungry, thirsty and a little dirty 
2. Man – kind 
3. Woman – expecting a baby, weary
4. Martha Mouse – busy, constantly sweeping up the straw, a bit of a worrier
5. Mary Mouse – friendly, loves socialising, happy
6. Saul Ox – grumpy, a bit of a bully 
7. Thomas Rooster – grumpy, lazy 
8. Maggie Cat – scaredy cat
9. Stage manager 
10. Stage hand 

Explain to characters what their role is – what they need to do – and a bit about their personality. Explain that they will be required to listen carefully and when their character has something to say they will need to repeat the words that the Narrator says. Explain that when it is their turn to come forward and take part the Stage hand will take away the silhouette of their character and they take its place.
Stage hand gives them their name tags.

Stage Manager: Man and woman, you are mentioned in this first part. But you don’t need to do anything yet.  So you can take a seat over here.

Anaya, you can hide in the shadows over here (behind piano)

The rest of you can sit in the first pew

Now, to tell the story, we need a Narrator. Tonight we have 2! Narrators, can you come up, with your scripts? Please take a seat (indicating the stools)

Congregation, we need your help with some sound effects.

There are a few words that will be your cue to do a sound effect:

Animals: when you hear this word, I need you to make animal noises for me. 

Can you give it a try? Animals…
Hmm. That’s was OK. But I think we need to get a bit more organised. 

OK (indicates) – can this section, please make chook noises (cluck, took, squawk)

And this section, you can be cows (mooo)

Now, we need some sheep (baaa)

I need a few volunteers to be squeak like mice (squeak)

Now just one or two to make some cat noises (miaow)

OK, so let’s practise:

Chooks

Cows

Sheep

Mice

Cats

And now, all together!

Fantastic! When you hear the word animal, that’s your cue to make this sound effect.

We have a just one more sound effect for you to do…

We need to hear a baby crying. So could all the children make a baby crying noise for me?

Fantastic! So in the story, when you hear about a baby crying, I need you to make that sound.

Are we all ready?

Oh well, we’ll start anyway!

Story part 1

SM: 
So tonight, we ask the question, 

What if, someone else was out and about on that first Christmas Eve?

Our story is called: Tails of the Unexpected

Narrator 1: (pronounce Anaya strangely):  Anaya had had enough. 

SM: (interrupts) Hang on, sorry, can we just check the pronunciation on that name? It’s Anaya. 

It’s important to get it right. My understanding is the name is Nigerian for “look up to God.”

Sorry, please start again.

NARR 1: Anaya had had enough. 

She was tired, …she was thirsty, …she was cold, ...she was completely lost, and most of all …she missed her family.

Anaya had been travelling for a long time now. So long that she couldn’t remember where she was going! ...or why!  She thinks that she was looking for something, but now she can’t remember what it was! 

Anaya did not know what to do next. Should she turn around and go back the way she came? Or should she venture further into the darkness? She hadn’t been able to find anything decent to eat for so long, she had almost forgotten what lovely juicy acacia leaves taste like! And she was so thirsty.

Who could she ask for help? 

There seemed to be a few strangers around, but they were all in a hurry to go somewhere. None of them seemed to be interested in her. In fact some of them seemed a little frightened of her. They would take one look at her, then hurry off into the night. She wasn’t sure if any of them would understand her anyway!

Anaya felt so lonely! She stayed in the shadows. She felt much safer there.

More strangers appeared out of the darkness. These ones seemed different. They weren’t in as much of a hurry. There was a man and he was pulling a donkey behind him. On the donkey was a woman. This woman had a big belly!

They turned and noticed Anaya in the shadows as they went past. Anaya stepped back further so they couldn’t see how different she was. 

They smiled at her and kept walking, speaking softly to each other, in a language that Anaya couldn’t understand.

Anaya had not seen a smile in a long time. And these people didn’t seem at all frightened of her. Anaya decided to follow them. But not too close!

NARR 2: Not far away, in a little town called Bethlehem, there was a small stable; just an ordinary stable, behind someone’s house. It was crowded with animals, [Congregation sound effect: SM to remind cong to make animal noises] snuggled close to each other for warmth on this cold night. 

Two little mice were busily cleaning. 

SM: (interrupts) Ok, now we need two little mice up the front. Listen carefully to the Narrator, and just act your part! 

Stage hand removes silhouettes of two of the mice

NARR 2: (repeats): Two little mice were busily cleaning. 

Martha mouse was so worried, .. what if someone was to drop by and visit? The place was such a mess! 

NARR 2: Mary mouse couldn’t see what the fuss was all about. She’d love someone to drop by and visit. Did it matter if the place was messy? Mary didn’t want to upset her sister, so she helped Martha clean, secretly hoping that something exciting would happen anyway!

They had to be careful. There were other animals in the stable, [Congregation sound effect: SM to remind cong to make animal noises) and some of them were not happy!

Martha tried to pick up some straw but got too close to Saul the Ox

SM: (interrupts) OK, Saul the Ox. We need you up here. You can squash here in to the stable. Remember, you’re grumpy. 

Stage hand removes silhouette of the ox

NARR 2: (repeats) But Martha got too close to Saul the Ox and he bellowed at her, “Get out of here, and stop walking on my dinner!” 

SM: gives microphone to Saul to repeat line: “Get out of here, and stop walking on my dinner!” 

NARR 2: Martha apologised. “I’m sorry, I’m just trying to get ready. This place is such a mess!”

SM: gives microphone to Martha to repeat line: “I’m sorry, I’m just trying to get ready. This place is such a mess!”

NARR 2: Saul just grumbled and ignored her.

NARR 2: From where he perched on top of the stable, Thomas the rooster watched the animals below. [Congregation sound effect: SM to remind cong to make animal noise.]
SM:       OK we need our rooster. Can you perch up here? Finds something to perch on.

Stage hand removes silhouette of the rooster.

NARR 2: Thomas didn't care much for the bickering that went on down below, in fact he didn't care much about anything any more. He was just about ready to give up being a rooster.

He said:  "Go wake yourself up in the morning. I'm tired of always having to be the first one up in the mornings. From now on I'm going to sleep in like the rest of you.”

SM: hands microphone to Thomas to repeat: "Go wake yourself up in the morning. I'm tired of always having to be the first one up in the mornings. From now on I'm going to sleep in like the rest of you.”

 

NARR 2: From under the manger Maggie the Cat breathed a quiet sigh of relief. 

SM:        OK, so now we need our cat. Can you curl up near the manger?

NARR 2: (repeats) Maggie breathed a sigh of relief. 
Stage hand removes silhouette of the cat.

NARR 2: She hated the sound of the rooster crowing. It scared her!  In fact, these days everything scared her. She never told anyone what had happened, but back in her past, something had happened that had changed her – left her frightened of everything. Even the mice! Her life was ruled by fear - she always had to be looking for an escape route or a place to hide. She curled up tight under the manger, hoping no-one would see her.

SM:       We are now going to sing a carol. Singers can you come up? And animals (Congregational sound effect), you can make yourselves comfortable where you are and join in the singing.
Please stand everyone.  

Song: O Little Town of Bethlehem
Story part 2

SM:        Back to our story: 

Mice, you were cleaning…
Ox, you were grumpy…
Rooster, you were asleep…
And Cat, you were hiding…
Man and woman: you can now slowly start heading up towards the stable. You can take the long way if you like!

Anaya, you can start following, but keep hiding in the shadows.

NARR 1: Anaya kept following the man and woman and the donkey. 

They were now in a place where there were lots of buildings. They moved from house to house, inn to inn, knocking on doors. But they kept being sent away.

Anaya was finding it hard now to follow and stay hidden in the shadows. Where were all the trees? 
She was nervous. There were other people around. They all seemed to be knocking on doors, and being sent away.

And there was something else. It wasn’t as dark as it was before. There was a new star in the sky.
A bright star.  Cue for light to come up on star.

What was going on?

Finally the man and woman were shown to a small stable. It was dark inside, so the man lit a lamp… 
Cue for light to come up gently on stable area…(which gave Anaya quite a shock – she quickly hid herself around a corner) and he went inside. Then he came back out, and helped the woman off the donkey and gently took her into the stable. Stage hand removes silhouettes of the man and woman.
Anaya could see the light shining through the gaps in the wall of the stable. 

Then the man came back out, led the donkey inside and shut the door.

Stage hand removes silhouette of Anaya.

Anaya found a corner that she could almost hide behind. She settled herself down for what she thought would be a nice sleep. She had no idea what she was going to do in the morning…. Oh well, she was too tired to think about it!

SM:       Here, man and woman, we’ll give you some chairs. (Stage hand helps if his hands are free)

NARR 2: Inside the stable, the mice were so excited!

SM will need to ad lib through this bit. Get animals to crowd around – listen to script.
Mary Mouse was very pleased! Visitors had arrived! She had been helping Martha tidy, when the stable door had opened and a man had walked in.  How exciting! He brought a lamp with him which he had placed carefully on a shelf above the manger. Then he went out again and returned with a woman, …then a donkey!

What a commotion! It was bright, it was crowded and it was noisy!

The animals were all stirred up. (Congregation sound effect: SM to remind cong to make animal noises)

Light was a big change for everyone in the stable. 

Once their eyes got used to it, they could see just how close the other animals were! (Congregation sound effect: SM to remind cong to make animal noises)
Martha Mouse was worried! Now she could see just how messy it was! And all the animals were moving around, (Congregation sound effect: SM to remind cong to make animal noises) spreading straw everywhere; especially the other mice. They were running around everywhere. And the chooks – they were flapping about. How silly they all were! Someone had to be serious – now, where should she start?

Saul the Ox was very grouchy indeed. He had to move over to make space for a new donkey. And the donkey – he was grouchy and tired too! They weren’t getting on very well at all.

Thomas the Rooster pretended there was nothing happening. He was determined to stay asleep. So he stayed up on his perch and kept his face hidden, so everyone would think he was still sleeping.

Maggie the cat didn’t know what to do! There was all this noise! And the light – how could she hide now? Now that she could see all these animals, (Congregation sound effect: SM to remind cong to make animal noises) they really looked scary! 

Well, it took quite a while, but finally everyone settled down. 

And gradually one, by one, they fell asleep. 

All, except for one little mouse, Martha, who was still trying to tidy up. 

Now that everyone else had settled, it was much easier to move around without being stepped on!

SM:       We’re going to sing another carol. Animals, you can stay where you are and sing. Singers, you can come back up. Everyone, please stand.

Song: Away in a manger
Story part 3

SM:       Back to our story. Now animals, you are all asleep – except for Martha who is still trying to tidy!

NARR 2: In the stable, Martha had almost finished tidying up, when she noticed that the man and woman were awake again. 

They were watching something in the old manger.

“What was it?” Martha wondered to herself.  She would go and look for herself, but she could see the cat under the manger.

Martha woke Mary up. She knew that Mary would be much braver!

“Mary, Mary!” she called. 

SM gives microphone to Martha to repeat line: “Mary, Mary!”

NARR 2: Then she said: “Wake up. There’s something in that manger. Please can you go and see what it is? “

SM gives microphone to Martha to repeat: “Wake up. There’s something in that manger. Please can you go and see what it is? “

NARR 2: Mary was happy to look. It was probably some special food the people had brought for the animals.  (Congregation sound effect: SM to remind cong to make animal noises) She didn’t mind being the first to find it!  She could see Maggie the cat shivering and shaking under the manger. Mary knew not to be afraid of Maggie. The cat was more scared of her. She boldly went straight past her and climbed up one of the legs of the manger. 

Once she was at the top, she looked down and was surprised to see that there was no food – there was a …a baby!

Where did that baby come from? She wondered.

This wasn’t just a baby. It was the most beautiful baby Mary had ever seen.

Mary knew there was something very special about this baby.

She quickly rushed down, straight past Maggie the cat, to tell Martha, who had returned to her tidying.. 

“Martha, Martha, you have got to see what’s up in there!”, cried Mary.

SM gives microphone to Mary to repeat: “Martha, Martha, you have got to see what’s up in there!”
“Is it that good?” asked Martha. “I’ve almost finished cleaning up this corner.”

SM gives microphone to Martha to repeat:: “Is it that good? I’ve almost finished cleaning up this corner.”
“Yes!” said Mary. “You’ve got to come now. I’ve never seen anything so beautiful!”

SM gives microphone to Mary to repeat: “Yes! You’ve got to come now. I’ve never seen anything so beautiful!”
“OK…” grumbled Martha. 

SM gives microphone to Martha to repeat: “OK…”
She left her tidying and followed Mary to the manger. But then she noticed Maggie the cat cowering under it.

“Don’t worry, Martha” said Mary. “That cat won’t hurt us. Come on, you’ve got to see….”

SM gives microphone to Mary to repeat:: “Don’t worry, Martha. That cat won’t hurt us. Come on, you’ve got to see….”

Martha wasn’t as brave as Mary, but she still followed. She was really interested now. But as she went past, she watched that cat very carefully. “You just can’t trust cats – no matter what Mary says,” thought Martha to herself.

When they got to the top of the manger, Martha looked down, and she too saw the new baby. He was beautiful. Mary was right!

Martha just knew that there was something very special about the baby.

Just then, the stable door opened and in came more people. Martha and Mary quickly scuttled off to hide.

Some men came in and looked at the baby. 

SM:       Hang on, we need some shepherds! OK, quick we need some volunteers. Choose 2 or 3 shepherds.

Stage hand brings over cloths for their heads.

Thanks, Stage hand.

OK, let’s try that bit again.

NARR 2: Some men came in and looked at the baby. 

They bowed down and spoke words of wonder and awe.

SM:       Fantastic, shepherds! 

We’re going to sing now. So singers, please come forward. Shepherds and animals, you can stay where you are and sing. Please stand everyone.

Song: While Shepherds Watched 

SM:       OK, shepherds. You’ve done a wonderful job. Your role is done. So can you head back to your seats.

Stage hand takes back cloths from heads of shepherds.
OK, animals. Most of you are still asleep. You too, Anaya. Mary and Martha, you can chat excitedly in a corner. Man and woman, you are watching your baby.

Story part 4

NARR 1: Well it seemed like Anaya had only just closed her eyes when she heard the sound of a baby crying. Congregation sound effect: SM reminds children to make crying noise.
Anaya wondered, “Where did that come from?” She was sure it came from the stable – but no baby went in! What was going on? 

Very carefully, (and very awkwardly) Anaya crept up to the stable and tried to see inside. It was quite tricky for her, because, you see, Anaya was very tall, and the stable was quite short. She had to bend right down to peek through the gaps in the wall. But there were people and animals in the way. 

Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises.
She could hear soft happy voices. But she couldn’t understand what they were saying. 

Sure enough, there was a baby inside. She could hear it crying again! Congregation sound effect: SM reminds children to make crying noise.
NARR 2: Maggie the Cat was shaking with fright. More people had been in the stable. And those mice had walked straight past her. Mice were so creepy. What was going on? she wondered. Tonight was much more scary than normal.

“Oh my”, she thought. “What was that noise? What was that sound? A baby crying?” Congregation sound effect: SM reminds children to make crying noise.
Why was there a baby right here in the stable? This place was for animals. Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises.
That noise she heard was coming from right above her, from the hay in the manger.

Maggie just had to get away. She uncurled just a bit and peeked out over her furry paws. She saw that the room was no longer dark, but very, very bright – and it was even noisier than before. The animals were making a racket! Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises.
SM guides cat to crawl in the direction of Anaya.

Slowly she crawled out for beneath the manger, trembling and staying low to the ground. Not far from her was a hole in the wall that led to the outside. If she could just make it out, she could hide somewhere else. In the night there were lots of places to hide, away from the sounds, away from the light.

She was nearly to the hole on the wall, when she noticed something - someone looking at her through the hole. Then it ducked away out of sight. Oh, no! Something else scary – and it was outside! 

Suddenly, someone – something – grabbed her by the scruff of her neck , lifted her from the ground, and carried her back to the manger.

SM:      Hang on. Man, we need you to grab Maggie by the scruff of the neck and take her back to the manger. That’s it. 

NARR 2: It was the man who had brought the lamp in.

“Oh, my, this is scary,” she thought. She forgot all about what she had seen outside.

 “Oh, my! OH MY!”

“Oh, my, what a beautiful sight!” she said out loud.

SM hands microphone to Maggie to repeat line: “Oh, my! OH MY! Oh, my, what a beautiful sight!”
NARR 2: She’d never seen anything like this before. She had never felt like this before. She looked into the manger and suddenly she was not afraid. Not even the squeaky mice scurrying below could frighten her now.

SM reminds man to let go of Maggie now if he’s still hanging on.

NARR 2: Martha and Mary were so excited! This special baby right there in their very own stable! They had to celebrate! It was time for a party! 

Martha wanted to get ready. She had food to organise, and then there were decorations, so much to do, off she scuttled, muttering to herself as she went.

Mary knew that to have a party, you need to invite friends to celebrate. 

So, Mary ran from animal … Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises… to animal, Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises…
inviting them to a celebration. Some of the other mice decided to help too, so they rushed around spreading the news! There was going to be a great celebration!

Maggie the cat had thought she was going to die from fright when the man first picked her up. She’d never been held like this before. But while the man scratched behind her ears, Maggie looked at the baby. Just then the baby stopped crying. Congregation NO sound effect: 
SM to laugh and say: Thanks, but the baby had stopped!
NARR 2: Was the baby smiling? At Maggie? She purred. She’d never purred before. She’d always been too afraid. 

The big ox, Saul, wasn’t too happy about being pushed around, it was so crowded in here. He had the best spot next to the manger with the hay. He took a step back, and when he did, he saw the baby.

“Goodness” he thought, “so tiny, so helpless, so loud!”

Suddenly Saul wanted to tell someone else – everyone else – about this. He spoke in his big boomy voice: “Hey, Thomas! You’ve got to see this.” 

SM hands microphone to Saul to repeat line: “Hey, Thomas! You’ve got to see this.”
NARR 2: Saul’s big voice woke up Thomas the rooster. Thomas pulled his sleepy head out from under his wing to see what was going on. He looked around. He could see a man holding a cat; who was purring loudly. Mice were hopping around as if they were having a grand old party. Saul the ox wasn’t grumpy – he was sharing some straw. Very strange, he thought!

Then he saw a brand new baby in the manger. Now, where did that come from? What had been going on? “You try to sleep and this place goes crazy!” he grumbled.

But there was something about that baby. The baby seemed to be smiling. He seemed so warm and bright, lying there in the manger.  The rooster smiled.

“Hey Thomas!” called out Mary Mouse. 

SM hands microphone to Mary to repeat line: “Hey Thomas!”
Are you coming to our party?”

Mary to repeat line: “Are you coming to our party?”

“What are you celebrating?” asked Thomas.

SM hands microphone to Thomas to repeat: “What are you celebrating?”
“The new baby!” shouted Saul. “I heard the shepherds talking. He’s God’s son, Jesus!”

SM hands microphone to Saul to repeat: “The new baby! I heard the shepherds talking. He’s God’s son, Jesus!”

Thomas the rooster got very excited at this news. He knew just want he was supposed to do. From his  he had ever crowed before. “COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO!”

Thomas to cock-a-doodle-doo

SM:        Hang on, hang on. The script says, “The rooster crowed louder and longer than he had ever crowed before.” I think, Thomas you need to try that once again! (Give Thomas a chance to do it again)

That’s better! 
Sorry, Narrator, back to you!

NARR 2: Even though it wasn’t morning yet, he was crowing in a brand new day – the day God’s son came to earth!

Mary and Martha danced. They had invited everyone they knew, and everyone had come to the birthday party for the little baby. 

It was a great celebration. 

Stage hand distributes party poppers to animals (but not Anaya)

Martha squeaked: ”And it didn’t even matter about the mess!”

SM hands microphone to Martha to repeat: ”And it didn’t even matter about the mess!”
SM:       Well, as the animals celebrate and pull their party poppers, let’s join them by singing – please stand.

Song: Come on and celebrate
Story part 5

SM:        Back to our story. Animals, you are all celebrating. 

Man and woman, you are watching your baby.

Anaya, you are still outside, very curious about what’s going on inside.

NARR 1: Outside, in the cold,… there was someone else. Someone who hadn’t been invited. Someone who was very curious to know what was going on. Someone who was hungry, and thirsty.

Anaya tried hard to see what was happening in the stable. No matter where she looked, animals, and people blocked her view. Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises
They seemed to all be very happy inside.

Anaya bent down as low as she possibly could to a large hole, and tried to look through. She saw a cat sneaking her way, and quickly ducked back.  Did the cat see her?  Would the cat be frightened of her like everyone else was?

She decided to be brave and have another look. Maybe the cat would be friendly. She bent down low again and looked through the hole. The cat wasn’t there. 

She could see lots of feet though, and legs! 

Suddenly there was a loud crow from a rooster. “COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO!”

SM hands microphone to Rooster to repeat: “COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO!”

It gave her quite a fright. So much so that she stood up quickly, and bumped her head at the top of the hole! ”Ouch!” she said loudly.

SM hands microphone to Anaya to repeat: “Ouch!”

Anaya quickly backed away, but not too far; she was still curious. She still wanted to know what was going on in that stable!

NARR 2: From inside the stable, the man heard the noise. He opened the stable door and looked outside. To his absolute amazement, there was a giraffe standing there watching him.

The giraffe looked very thin, and dirty. The man thought, “She’s a long way from home, she must be hungry and thirsty.”

The man went back into the stable and grabbed some straw and a pail of water. He took the straw and water outside to the giraffe.

Stage hand shows man where pail (bucket) is

NARR 2: Anaya wasn’t sure at first. Should she trust him? But then she thought, this was the same man who had smiled at her, and the same man who she had followed all the way here. She bent down and had a long drink; then started eating the straw. It didn’t taste very nice, but it was food, and she was very hungry, so she ate it all!

When she had finished, she looked up and saw that the man had gone again. 

Now that Anaya had something in her tummy and wasn’t hungry anymore, she realised how cold and alone she was. And she still didn’t know what all the excitement was inside the stable. 

She noticed that the stable door had been left open, so she tried to go inside. But because she was so tall, she couldn’t get in through the door.

She tried to crouch down low and creep in, but her long legs weren’t designed to creep, and she fell down on her knees.

NARR 1: The mice heard the giraffe struggling at the door. Wow! They had never seen something so tall! 

Mary said to the others: “Look, a stranger! Can she come to our party too?”
SM hands microphone to Mary to repeat: “Look, a stranger! Can she come to our party too?”
Martha said, “Don’t be silly. She’s not our friend. And anyway, she won’t fit in here.”
SM hands microphone to Martha to repeat: “Don’t be silly. She’s not our friend. And anyway, she won’t fit in here.”

But Mary wasn’t going to give up that easily. She called out, “Come on everyone, let’s go outside. We can have our party out there. It doesn’t matter where we celebrate.” 

SM hands microphone to Mary to repeat: “Come on everyone, let’s go outside. We can have our party out there. It doesn’t matter where we celebrate.”
Then Mary and Martha, Saul and Thomas, and even Maggie the cat went outside, taking straw with them to eat. They went straight over to Anaya and shared their straw with her.

Cue for light to come up on outside of stable area (CSL), and stable light to go down

The man turned and noticed that some of the animals had left the stable. Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises
He watched as they went over and shared their food with the giraffe.

He couldn’t believe his eyes! 

He gently tapped his wife on the shoulder and pointed. They just had to take a closer look. The woman gently picked up the baby from the manger, wrapped him up with some extra swaddling cloths and followed the man outside.

Stage hand provides extra swaddling cloths

NARR 1: Anaya the giraffe noticed them heading towards them. She saw that they were carrying something. She was so curious. What was it?

As they came nearer she was able to see that in the woman’s arms, was a baby. A brand new baby.. Anaya knew straight away that this was a very special baby. She had finally found what she was looking for!

She bent down low and bowed before the new-born King.

NARR 2: Martha and Mary hopped up and down with excitement. “Yay!” they squeaked! 

SM hands microphone to Martha and Mary to repeat: “Yay!”
“God’s gift is for everyone! Let’s party!” they squeaked. 
SM hands microphone to Martha and Mary to repeat: “God’s gift is for everyone! Let’s party!”
Stage hand hands out more poppers to animals, plus Anaya and man and woman this time.

SM:        So that’s how it could have been with the animals the night when Jesus was born. Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises.
Everyone knew there was something special happening that night, and it wasn’t because of anything like extra straw, or more animals… Congregation sound effect: SM reminds congregation to make animal noises… or even the glowing lamp the man had brought in.

That feeling of something special had everything to do with the little baby named Jesus.

The mice, the scaredy cat, the rooster, even that old bully ox were all changed that night. They became friendlier, happier, and more helpful. And Anaya the giraffe made some new friends, and found what she was looking for.

But the most wonderful part of this story is that today the little baby Jesus is still changing lives. Maybe he’s even changed your heart.

And that would be the greatest of all the tails from the manger!

Maybe next year, your nativity scene will have a giraffe in it too!

Meow! Moo! Squeak! COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO!     And Merry Christmas! 

Well, that’s the end of our story.

Please thank all of our animals, Mary, Martha, Saul, Thomas, Maggie, the man and woman (who were of course Mary and Joseph), Anaya, the 2 narrators and our stage hand. You all did a wonderful job.

We’re now going to sing our version of Baby Lying in a Manger. Please stand everyone.

Singers to lead in song

Stage hand, Narrators and characters put up the new coloured ‘silhouettes’ then sit down.

Tales of the Unexpected
Linda Driver & Sandy Keltie
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