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Cver the years, the Uniting Church has sxpresssd
concern that policies adepted by the At alian
Govemment have failed 1o uphold human rights,
tor exanple,

the provanged, ndsfinie detsnion of ssyun seskers
nauding chikden

orti-tarmarizm legigdation which esversly curalsd the
right 1o falr tital and fresdom of epeech
o assocation;

the Wik Cholees lsgikation, which had farmaching
affects on the mnimum basic working condtions

of mere then thres-guart=rs of the workdorce; and

# the Mortheim Tembony Indigenous Intervention,
which suspended the Recidl Decimiration Act
a2 & rermaly would hervs applizd,

Bustralin = tha only demoormatc, dewlopad nation
waithout legislatne or consttutonal protecton for the
basic rights and freedome to which all people are
artited. O law curnanthy provides only an ed hoo
ard incomplete patchwork of rights prodsction.

Tha Uniting Church suppeta the development of

a national human Aghts act. Such lagisktion would
cleaily gat oul the dghts of al Australans and wodd
smrve as a chmklet for govemment in formulating
ther policies and actreities and for the courts when
aaminng lawe, Alona it is not the arewer to all hurran
fights profolsme bt | has the potential to becoms

an impoitent part of our dermocietic systam.
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You can make a difference:

+ uge the Church’s policy statements. especially
Dignity in Hurmanity, to advecats for the rights

example, Indigencus Australians, thoss who
leem, prople with deabilifies, prisonems
& whea live m poverty

learn about human rights and how they

are and are nof protected n Australin by
wiating the human nghts asction of the
Unitng.Juatice wabaits

help organse Sunday worship and specal
prayars to mark scme of the international days
that encourage awareness of human righte,

for exarmple rustioral Warnen's Dy

or Human Rights Dy

join & human righte advocacy onganisation
such as Amnesty International

Aboud s

Initirgust te Austraba is e justics unit of tha Nations]l
Bssembly. W pursus sooial ¢
aca through AT O
comemunicets the Churchis vieion for a reconcil
Wislt our websis 10 view and dowrload ssiss-tasead

4 shesis, woship rmsoucess, medn measss, postion
popera and submissions to oovermment.

Brress al our resouiees and sibserbes o oo ameal news

wokaias at our websis: www.llnifingjll:itir.\e.nrg.;ll
amal us: ritingjLEsticad ral Lca ang.a.

prona us; 02 B2ET 4236

sand us afoe 0 BIET 422F
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dignity
in humanity:

recognising Christ

N eve ry pPerson
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Christian support for human rights rests on the
understanding that community flourishes when all
people are included and accorded the dignity and
reapect they deserve as beloved children of God.
The recognition of human rights is an expression
of Jesus" command to love our neighbour and our

enemy and an affirmation of the dignity of all people.

I i essential for achieving peace with justice.

As such, the Church condemns the abuse of human
rights and the failure to uphold and promaote human
righi= as confrary to the gospel of God's love in Christ
for all human beings and the earth.

At its inaugural Assembly in 1877, the Uniting Church
madea Statement to the Nation. In it, the Ghurch made
this commitrment:

“We affirm our eagerness to uphold basie Christian
values and principles, such ag the importance of
every human being, the need for integrity in public
life, the proclamation of truth and justice, the rights
of each citizen to participate in dectsion-making

in the community, religious liberty and personal
dignity, and a concem for the welfare of the whole
human race.”

This pledge was remembered by the Uniting Church at
ita Eleventh Assembly in 2008, when it endorsed Dignity
in Humanity: Recognising Chrigt in Every Person. In this
staternent, the Church expressed it commitment fo the
respect and protection of human righte and support for
intsrnational human rights instroments.

The resolution commitied the Church to ongoing
asseasment of Australian Govarnment policy and
practice againset our international human rights
commitments under United Nations freaties, and
encouraged agencies and other groups within the
Church to advocate for social policy consistent with
these obligations.
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A key principle described in Dignity in Humanity is
the Uniting Church’s declaration of its opposition
to capital punishment, a position widely shared by
churches and faith-based organisations around
the world. The statement saya:

“We declare,.. cur opposition to capital punishrment
and commit cursshves to stand against the death
penalty whearsver it exists, regarding it as a crusl
and inhuman punishment which deniss the ability
cfan offsnder to rform.”

In Dignity in Humanity the Uniting Church
expressed ite belief that the human rights standards
established by the United Nations are an expression
of the birthright of every human being to all that

is necessary for a decent life and avaluable
framework for assessing political, economic

and social systems in Australia and overseas.

The Uniting Ghurch affirmed that under the
international human rights syatem:

s civil and political rights cannot be separated from
economic, social and cultural righta. No rights are
poesible without all that is necessary for a decent
life, including adequate food, healthcare and
housing, education, and the ability to participate
n decision-making

it ia the duty of all etates to promote and protect
human rights and to eliminate all human rights
violations and their causes

it ia the right and duty of the international community
to hold all states and non-state actors accountable
for violations of human rights

no-one shall violate the rights of others in the
exerciee of their rights, and as such human righta
must be limited only by what is necessary for the
respect of the rights and freedoms of cthers.




