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dad @ hevn
intergenerational worship 
based on the Lord’s Prayer
Christians have prayed the Lord’s Prayer since the beginning of the church. 

It is seen as actual words given us by Jesus, 
worthy of being repeated and memorised.

The seven parts or ‘petitions’ in the prayer 
are also seen as framework for prayer 
and for thinking about our relationship with God. 

The materials in this packet can help you plan 

·  more intentional use of the Lord’s Prayer in your regular worship

·  a single worship service overview of the prayer 

·  a series of worships services, looking at a different parts of the Lord’s Prayer.

INTERGENERATIONAL WORSHIP 

Whenever Christian meet for public worship there is a dramatic dialogue in which people encounter God. God speaks to people (eg through his word in the Bible) and people respond to God (eg in prayer). God works on people’s hearts and minds; people are impacted and changed by what God says and does.

Christian worship is intergenerational. God relates to us as a father to children. The worshipping community consists of an age-range of people. Each person brings to worship their personal relationships with, and concerns about, people from the generation before and/or the generation following them. 

Intentional intergenerational (or all-age) worship takes seriously the idea that people of all ages worship together. It deliberately invites and includes people of all ages. 

Worshippers, young, old and in-between can also be involved in planning worship, inviting people to worship, and leading worship.

Carefully planned intergenerational worship allows God and people communicate with one another not only through words, but also through the senses, movement, emotions, ritual and fun.


WORSHIP AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

There are a number of parallels between the Lord’s Prayer and our practice of public worship. 

· Both are an encounter between God and humans

· Both are an expression of a relationship between God (our heavenly Father) and humans (God’s children)

· Both are steeped in the Good news that Jesus died and rose again to preserve that relationship

· Both occur by the invitation and command of God 

· Both provide a time-out to dwell on our relationship with God in the midst of our everyday life

· Both take on different significance for different people and at different times in a person’s life.

There are structural similarities as well.

· Both begin by naming God and conclude with praising God.

· Both tell what God does for us and wants for us.

· Both allow for confession and forgiveness of sin

These lists are starting points. You will think of other similarities.

PLANNING WORSHIP BASED ON THE LORD’S PRAYER

The theme/text of the Lord’s Prayer is a great opportunity for working as an intergenerational team to plan a worship service. 

The experience of working and learning together as a team may be as valuable as (or even more valuable than) the actual plan itself. Allow ample time for the planning stage.

THE TEAM
Ideally the planning team will consist of at least three people. The members will reflect the generational composition worshippers (either your regular Sunday worshippers or your target ‘audience’ if you are planning a special service). That means you will need at least one person representing the oldest third of the congregation, one representing the youngest congregation of the group, and one representing the middle third.

Keep in mind that 

· older people have the ability to understand (almost) anything planned to target young children

· young children may not be able to understand what is planned for mature adults

· worship is not simply about what we can understand with our minds. It is also about what we experience and feel.

· children may be able to help older people to have deeper experience and feeling in their worship.

So — even though it may seem initially to make planning more difficult —  make the effort to have at least one child (or youth or parent of a young child) as an equal member of the planning team.

You may also want to look for people on the team with gifts and abilities in specific areas, eg music, drama, visual, technology, organisation, hospitality.

PRE PLANNING

Before you begin, the worship team leader should be familiar with the contents of this packet and have in mind whether you are working on a single service or a series of services.

PLANNING STEPS

Depending on how many services you are planning, how radical you will be in altering your usual format, and how much you want to make the planning an educational and relationship-building exercise for the team, you may need one or several sessions.

Here are some helpful steps:

1. CHAT Take a few minutes to make sure team members know one another and that each person has a chance to tell others about something important in their lives at the moment apart from planning the worship service.

2. GOAL Team leader explains the purpose of the session and what you hope to achieve. 

3. PRAY You may begin by simply praying the Lord’s Prayer — slowly, thoughtfully.

Give each person a printed copy of the Lord’s Prayer, even if most of them know it off by heart.

This might be a good time to model a different way of praying the Lord’s Prayer, eg

· incorporate specific concerns. You can do this by having the group stop after reading each part of the prayer. The prayer inserts a specific related thought, eg

Hallowed be your name — Father, be with us and help us so that in this meeting and in the worship to follow we keep your name holy.

Your will be done on earth as in heaven — Father, Kimberly is not sure what she should do about soccer matches on Sundays. Please help her to know and do your will in this situation.

· pray for one another. You can do this by asking each person to pray specifically for the person next to them. The leader says each part of the prayer; then team members echo the phrase (aloud or silently) using the person’s name, eg

Our Father — Karen’s Father

Hallowed be your name — hallowed be your name in Karen’s life.

4. LOOK AT THE TEXT (THE LORD’S PRAYER) Have a printed copy of the Lord’s Prayer for each person to see (and make notes). Depending on the group and the amount of time you are able to spend you could.

· Read through the Lord’s prayer, help people identify the different parts and discuss briefly what each one means.

· Read through (and discuss) the ‘Dialogue on the Lord’s Prayer’ Resource 

5. LOOK AT YOUR REGULAR WORSHIP SERVICE ORDER Have a printed copy of an outline of your service. Go through the outline to make sure everyone knows what ususally happens at each point in the service. Find words that everyone understands for any unfamiliar ‘churchy’ words.

6. COMPARE THE LORD’S PRAYER WITH YOUR SERVICE ORDER You may simply raise the idea that there are some things that are in the prayer that are very much like things in worship.  The group can brainstorm the concept and come up with their own links.

Or you might begin with some of the parallels listed in ‘Worship and the Lord’s Prayer’ (p.1).

7. BROWSE THE RESOURCES Have a quick look at the various resources in this packet, so everyone is familiar with what is here that can help you plan your worship.

Note: You will not use all of the resources, but choose those that best suit your situation. You will also need to adapt those you do choose to suit your situation.

8. PUTTING THE  ELEMENTS TOGETHER 
Use your regular service outline as the starting point. Look for places where you can insert themes or activities relating to the Lord’s Prayer — from this packet or from other resources you have.

9.  TEST IDEAS Here’s where each person can have a special imput by reflecting on how they think an idea will help or hinder people in their age group in having a meaningful worship experience. Discard or ‘tweak’ any plans that are deemed to be un-helpful.

Also test whether what you would like to do can be done 
( by the people in your congregation 
( in your worship space
( with the technology equipment 
   available
( in the time you have for preparation 
( and within your time frame for worship.

10. WRITE THE WORSHIP PLAN Record in writing all the elements of worship that you have worked out.

Use your own worship planner form or adapt the sample Worship Planner resource.

11. GET SPECIFIC AND PRACTICAL Prepare a ‘to-do’ (or ‘who-does-what’) list and make sure each person on the team understands what they need to do (themselves, or by contacting other people) to prepare for and/or lead the worship.

Note: part of the ‘to-do’ list may be to finalise selections, wording, etc that has not been completely decided by the team at this meeting.

Include in the to-do list a mechanisim for each team member to report back to the team leader on the progress of their job/s.

12. PRAY  Use your own words (or the words of the Lord’s Prayer with specific thoughts) to ask God to bless your plans, help you in your preparation, and make the worship a blessing to all who attend.

CONTENTS OF THE PLANNING PACK

Introduction

p 1

Planning Worship
p 2

Sample worship service outline 
p.-x

Sample Worship script
p. 

This packet of materials has been prepared by the Resource Centre for Children’s and Family Ministry of the Uniting Church (SA) to help congregations plan worship involving children and families.

You may make as many copies of the notes as needed for your worship planners.

SAMPLE WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINE

Make your own sheet for your own worship format. 
Leave space for filling in what you plan to do in this particular service. 

1. ARRIVAL


2. WELCOME & INVOCATION


3 OPENING PRAYER


4. SONG


5. INTRODUCING THE THEME


6. BIBLE READING/S


7. CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION


8. SONG


10. SERMON 


11. SONG


12. STATEMENT OF BELIEF 


13. OFFERING
 

14. SONG


15. CLOSING PRAYER


16. BLESSING 


17. ANNOUNCEMENTS


18. SONG


19. AFTER THE SERVICE/TAKE HOME


SOME BIBLE PASSAGES RELATING TO THE LORD’S PRAYER

The text of the Lord’s Prayer is found in two places in the Bible. The longer version in Matthew 6:9-13 it is part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. The shorter version in Luke 11:2-4 is Jesus’ response to his follower’s request ‘Lord, teach us to pray.’

Note: (1) These two texts are not identical. This supports the argument that the Lord’s Prayer is more a pattern for prayer than a ‘magical’ set of words.

(2) Neither version contains the final acclamation (praise) with which many Christians conclude the prayer. It was common Jewish practice to conclude a prayer with spontaneous praise like this. In early Christian texts had various forms before this one became common. 
It is similar to a prayer of David in 
1 Chronicles 29:10,11.

PRAYER
Call to me in times of trouble. I will save you, and you will honour me. Psalm 50:15

Jesus said: Ask and God will give to you. Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will open for you. Matthew 7:7

Pray continually, and give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. 
I Thessalonians 5:17,18

OUR FATHER

Jesus said: I tell you the truth; my Father will give you anything you ask for in my name. John 16:23

GOD’S HOLY NAME

Jesus said: If you love me, you will obey my commands. John 14:15
. . . if you eat or drink, or if you do anything, do it all for the glory of God. 
1 Corinthians 10:31

You should be a light for other people. Live so that they will see the good things you do and will praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16 

Acts 4:23-31 The apostles praise the name of the Lord.

Acts 11:19-26 The first Christians honour God’s name
GOD’S KINGDOM

John the Baptist said: The right time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Change your hearts and lives and believe the Good News! Mark 1:15

Jesus said: Go everywhere in the world, and tell the Good News to everyone. Mark 16:15
Jesus said: The Son of Man will come again in his great glory, with all his angels. He will be King and sit on his great throne. Matthew 25:31

God is King of all the earth, so sing a song of praise to him. Psalm 47:7

Matthew 13:44-50 Parables about the kingdom

Acts 13:1-3 Saul and Barnabas sent out as missionaries
GOD’S WILL

We know that in everything God works for the good of those who love him. 
 Romans 8:28

The world and everything that people want in it are passing away., but the person who does what God wants lives forever. 1 John 2:17
Lord, tell me your ways.
Show me how to live. Psalm 25:4

(God) wants all people to be saved and to know the truth. 1 Timothy 2:4
Teach me to do what you want, 
because you are my God. 
Let your Spirit lead me on level ground.
Psalm 143:10
Genesis 50:15-21 God blessed Joseph despite the trouble he suffered

Acts 14:19-23 God strengthened the apostles to do his will as missionaries

GOD’S PROVISION —
OUR DAILY BREAD

(God says) I will provide for their needs before they ask, and I will help them while they are still asking for help. Isaiah 65:24

[Your Father in Heaven] causes the sun to shine on good people and on evil people, and he sends rain to those who do right and to those who do wrong. Matthew 5:45
(Jesus said) The thing you should want most is God’s kingdom and doing what God wants. Then all these other things you need will be given to you. Matthew 6:33

Give all your worries to him [God], because he cares about you. 1 Peter 5:7
My God will use his wonderful riches in Christ Jesus to give you everything you need. Philippians 4:19
All living things look to you for food,
and you give it to them at the right time. You open your hand, 
and you satisfy all living things. 
Psalm 145:15,16
John 6:1-15 Jesus feeds five thousand people

Luke 5:1-11 Peter’s catch of fish

GOD’S FORGIVENESS

(Jesus said) Show mercy, just as your Father shows mercy. Luke 6:36
God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son so that whoever believes in him may not be lost, but have eternal life. John 3:16
The Lord is kind and shows mercy. 
He does not become angry quickly 
but is full of love. Psalm 145:8

God have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Luke 18:13
Get along with each other, and forgive each other. If someone does wrong to you, forgive that person because the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13

Matthew 18:23-35 Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant

Luke 18:9-14 The Pharisee and the tax-collector
GOD’S GUIDANCE —
OUR TEMPTATION

Control yourselves and be careful! The devil, your enemy, goes around like a roaring lion looking for someone to eat. Refuse to give in to him by standing strong in your faith. You know that your Christian family all over the world is having the same kinds of suffering. 1 Peter 5:8,9
If you think you are strong, you should be careful not to fall. 1 Corinthians 10:12

Be strong and brave. Don’t be afraid of them and don’t be frightened, because the Lord your God will go with you. He will not leave you or forget you. 
Deuteronomy 31:6

(Jesus said) Stay awake and pray for strength against temptation. The spirit wants to do what is right, but the body is weak. Matthew 26:41

The Lord is faithful and will give you strength and will protect you from the Evil One. 2 Thessalonians 3:3

Genesis 3 Eve is put to the text in the Garden of Eden

Matthew 41-11 Jesus is tempted by Satan
GOD’S RESCUE 

The sufferings we have now are nothing compared to the great glory that will be shown to us. Romans 8:18

The Lord will save me when anyone tries to hurt me, and he will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. 2 Timothy 4:18

We must suffer many things to enter God’s kingdom. Acts 14:22

Give all your worries to him, because he cares about you. 1 Peter 5:7

My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.  
Psalm 121:2

Daniel 3: 13-18 God delivers three men in a firey furnace

Acts 7:55-59 Stephen dies as a martyr

(All Bible quotations from The Youth Bible, New Century Version)

A DIALOGUE ABOUT THE LORD’S PRAYER 
based on LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

This script can be used in a variety of ways.  

It can be used to help the Planning Team think about the Lord’s Prayer. It can be used in an educational setting (eg Sunday School) to help people prepare for the worship.

It can be used within the worship service itself, eg

· A ‘prayer bear’ (large teddy bear) puppet (with an operator standing behind it) can do the A (answer) parts in dialogue with a real person.

· The dialogue can be between two puppets. Using puppets allows presenters to read (rather than memorise) the script. However it must still be well rehearsed.

· A parent/child combo could do the dialogue. Child can be the Questioner and the Parent the Answerer (or vice versa). A different family might take each part of the prayer.

· A minister or teacher could have an informal dialogue with a young person (or several young people) using this script as a starting point, but dealing with the kids’ own questions.
The dialogue could be used to introduce each part of the Lord’s Prayer or it might be adapted for use as a sermon.

Our Father in heaven

Q: Why do we call God ‘our Father’?

A: God encourages us to believe that he really is our Father and that we really are his children. 

Q: So . . .?

A: So you can pray to God with complete confidence just as children speak the very best, loving parent.

Q: And all his other ‘children’ can do the same thing?

A: Not only that, but when you say ‘Our Father’ you are praying for all God’s other children as well.

Q: Not just for myself.

A: For everyone.

( ( (
Hallowed be your name

Q: What does hallowed mean?

A: It means very, very special — clean, powerful . . .

Q: Like God?

A: Right.
Q: Isn’t God already holy?

A: Absolutely!

Q: So why do we pray this?

A: In the prayer we are asking: 
Father, help us to keep your name holy.

Q: How can we keep God’s name holy?

A: We keep God’s name holy 
when we teach God’s word 
clearly and correctly 
and when we live the way God wants us to live. 

Q: And if not . . ? 

A: If we go against God’s word 
in what we teach 
or the way we live 
we bring disgrace on God’s name.

Q: I don’t want that to happen!

A: That’s why we pray: Hallowed be your name.
( ( (
Your kingdom come.

Q: What’s ‘God’s kingdom’?

A: ‘God’s kingdom’ is any place where God is in charge.

Q: Isn’t God in charge of everything any way?

A: Absolutely!

Q: So why do we pray this?

A: In the prayer we are asking: 
Father come and rule over us.

Q: How does God rule over us?

A: By giving us the Holy Spirit to help us 
believe what God says 
and live as his people 
on earth now and in heaven forever.

Q: Believing his word and living as his people. That sounds like how we keep his name holy.

A: So . . .

Q: Keeping God’s name holy and being in God’s kingdom are sort of the same thing?

A: Right!

( ( (
Your will be done 
on earth as in heaven.

Q: What is ‘God’s will’?

A: God’s will is all the kind and good things he wants for your life and the life of all his children. 

Q: Isn’t God in charge of his kingdom and everything? Can’t he make things happen his way?

A: The devil, 
our own sinful nature 
and people who are against God 
want to stop us 
from keeping God’s name holy 
and having him rule as our king.

Q: So when we pray this prayer . . .

A: We are asking God to break their power.

Q: Wow!

A: And In the prayer we are asking:
Father, do your kind and good things to us, for us, and through us.

Q: How does that happen?

A: And we’re asking God to make our faith in Jesus strong 
and help us to trust Gods word 
as long as we live. 

Q: And that’s how God’s good and kind will is done.

A: Yes. 
( ( (
Give us today our daily bread

Q: What’s ‘daily bread’?

A: ‘Daily bread’ means everything that we need for our life: 

Q: You mean things like food and clothes 

A: . . . and a place to live 

Q: . . . money and stuff 

A: . . . and a good family

Q: . . . and friends 

A: . . . a safe community 

Q: Whew! Is that all?

A: Oh, I think you could go on.

Q: Yeah. Like good weather 

A: . . . health

Q: . . . and peace.

A: And peace: world peace and peace in our homes and our hearts.

Q: Amen!

A: Yes. Amen.

Q: But doesn’t God more-or-less give all that good stuff to everybody — whether they’re good or bad; whether they ask for it or not?

A: Absolutely!

Q: So, why do we pray this prayer?

A: In this prayer we are asking:
Father, help us to 
see our daily bread as your gift 
and to be thankful for it.

Q: Thankful?

A: Yes thankful.

Q: For everything!

( ( (
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us
Q: What are ‘sins’?

A: What do you think?

Q: Doing bad stuff, I guess.

A: That’s right. Let’s think about what we have already said about sin — the bad stuff.

Q: Did we already talk about sin?

A: Yes.

Q: I remember we talked about praying to God our loving Father.

A: And if God wants us to talk to him and trust him, then sin is . . .?

Q: Not trusting him and not praying.

A: Right. 
We talked about keeping God’s name holy. And sin is . . .?

Q: Not keeping God’s name holy.

A: That’s right. 
We talked about God’s kingdom. And sin is . . .?

Q: Not having God as our king.

A: We talked about our daily bread.

Q: Yeah. And sin would be not being thankful.

A: Even if we do pray all those prayers and mean them, we still sin every day. We don’t deserve all God’s good things. 

Q: I guess what we really deserve is God’s punishment.

A: That’s right. And that’s when we remember the good news that Jesus took the punishment we deserve.

Q: Jesus died on the cross and rose again.

A: To make us right with God again: to be his children again.

Q: So we can talk to him as ‘Our Father’.

A: You’ve got it.

Q: But if God has already forgiven us, why do we pray this prayer?

A: In the prayer we are asking: 
Father, do not look at our sins 
or refuse to listen to our prayers because of our sins. 

Instead, give us everything we need simply because you are kind and good.

Q: And there’s that other bit.

A: Ah, yes. Because we are God’s children and live in his kingdom, and receive all his good gifts . . .  

Q: and have been forgiven . . .

A: Then, when people do things that hurt us, we will gladly forgive them and be kind to them.

Q: That’s not easy.

A: That’s why we pray ‘forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us’.
( ( (
Lead us not into temptation

Q: What is ‘temptation’?

A: Temptation is being encouraged or led to sin.

Q: Yeah, we already talked about what sin is.

A: And we talked about who wants us to sin — 

Q: I remember. The devil!

A: And . . . 

Q: People who are against God.

A: And . . . the selfishness and sinfulness in our own hearts.

Q: But God doesn’t want us to sin.

A: Absolutely not!

Q: So why do we pray this.

A: In this prayer we are asking:
Father, keep us safe from the devil and our sinful human nature and people who are against you.

Q: That’s good. Protect us.

A: And we are praying:
Don’t let them trick us 
into losing our Christian faith, giving up all hope 
or doing other terrible things. 

Q: But . . . but when I still sin?

A: We are also praying:
Even if these enemies attack us, Father, in the end give us victory.

Q: Victory means winning against the enemies.

A: And Jesus already won the battle against God’s enemies.

Q: When he died on the cross and came back to life again!

A: Right.

( ( (
But deliver us from evil

Q: What is ‘evil’?

A: Evil is anything that could hurt our body or soul, our possessions or reputation.

Q: But doesn’t God give us the victory and protect us from temptation.

A: Absolutely. And he makes us part of his kingdom, and forgives us and gives us our body and soul our possessions and our reputation.

Q: So why do we pray this prayer?

A: In the prayer we sum up all our prayers —

Q: like we were just doing?

A: Yes. We are asking:
Father save us from every kind of evil. Be with us and take us from the troubles of this world to be with you in heaven.

Q: Aha. We’re back to ‘Our Father in Heaven.’

A: Yes.

( ( (
For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

Conclusion

The word amen means Yes, it will happen. I sya amen because I am sure thar our Father in heaven welcomes our prayers and answers them God has told us to pray like this and has promised to answer us.

SOME VERSIONS OF THE LORD’S PRAYER

Here is the standard Uniting Church English translation of the Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
     on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
     as we forgive 
     those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the Kingdom, the power 
     and the glory
are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Looking at the Lord’s Prayer in a different language or translation is not simply a gimmick or entertainment device; it is also a fresh way at looking at the meaning of a prayer whose words may be overly familiar to some people and completely unknown to other people worshiping with you.

It can help with

· better understanding of the prayer if the traditional English version is not a person’s first/heart language, or

· better appreciation of the prayer if the traditional English version has become mundane through endless repetition.

You can find the Lord’s Prayer in other languages on the Internet, or speakers of language other than English may already have their own version.

Here are some less common versions:


MOBILE PHONE TEXT 

dad@hvn  

ur spshl  

we want wot u want & urth 2b like hvn

giv us food

& 4giv r sins lyk we 4giv uvaz

don't test us!

save us!

bcos we kno ur boss

ur tuf & ur cool 

4 eva!

ok?

This was written by Matthew Campbell of York, England, in a competition to write a  text version/translation.

You could use his version or consider involving teens and young adults particularly in your own competition.

ABORIGINAL ENGLISH 
(slightly adapted from the traditional words.)
You are our Father. You live in heaven. We talk to you, Father. You are good. 
We believe your word. Father, we your children. Give us bread today.
Others have done wrong to us and we are sorry for them, Father, today.
We have done wrong, we are sorry. Teach us, Father, not to sin again.
Stop us from doing wrong, Father. Save us all from the evil one.
You are our Father. You live in heaven. We talk to you, Father. You are good. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER WITH ACTIONS

Here is one way of praying the Lord’s Prayer with movement.  The actions can be done to spoken or sung words of the prayer, or as a dance to an instrumental version of a familiar song setting of the prayer.

Alternatives:

· have someone who knows Auslan (Australian sign language for the deaf) teach your group the Lord’s Prayer in Auslan 

· make up your own movement/actions

	1. Our Father
Stand erect.
Raise arms and hands, 
palms open. 
Raise face. Smile. 
	
	2. in heaven,
Look up, smiling.
Raise arms overhead. 
Hands with palms still open.
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	3. hallowed be your name,
Lower head and eyes.
Lower hands to face, fingers cover mouth, overlapping, 
elbows wide
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	4. your kingdom come,
Raise head and eyes.
Spread arms wide, 
hands with palms open and out.
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	5 your will be done,
Lower head and eyes. 
Bring hands together, 
palms together, 
fingertips at lips.
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	6 on earth 

Maintain bowed head 
and posture of hands.
Kneel on one knee.
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	7 as in heaven.
Remain kneeling.
Raise head and eyes.
Raise arms, 
hands up, palms out.
Smile 
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	8 Give us today
Stand.
Look up with confidence, 
arms forward and parallel, 
bent at elbows, hands together, palms up and open, fingers cupped.
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	9 our daily bread.
Swing elbows out;
keep palms up and open,
overlap hands in front of belly,
palms still up and open,
fingers still cupped.
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	10 Forgive us
Bring right hand up as fist; 
strike breast and keep fist there, 
head and eyes lowered. 

11 our sins
Repeat with left hand
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	12 as we forgive those
Head and eyes still lowered, 
extend right hand 

13 who sin against us.
Extend left hand as in a crucifixion.
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	14 Save us from the time of trial
Kneel on one knee. 
Bring left hand in front of face, palm out, fingers spread, thumb down.
Bring right arm out in front, 
hand up, palm out, fingers spread.
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	15 and deliver us from evil.
Remain kneeling; 
bend back and torso, hunch over; lower head; 
bring hands over face and head as for protection.
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	16 For the kingdom,
Remain kneeling.
Straighten back.
Look up confidently,
open arms and hands wide, as at 4.
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	17 the power,
Stand up erect.
As you rise, bring hands up to head height, elbows bent.
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	18 and the glory are yours
Punch the air with both fists 
face and head raised. 
Smile. 
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	19 now and for ever. 

Wiggle hands & fingers.
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	20 Amen.
Return to position 1
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SOME QUOTATIONS RELATING TO THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER
He prayeth well, who loveth well,
Both man and bird and beast.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge
In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words with out a heart.
John Bunyan
The function of prayer is to set God at the centre of attention.
Albert Day

The wish to pray is a prayer in itself.
George Bernanos
Work as if you were to live 100 years. Pray as if you were to die tomorrow.
Benjamin Franklin
OUR FATHER

He that has his father for judge goes safe to the trial.
Miguel de Cervantes 
I could not point to any need in childhood as strong as that for a father's protection.
Sigmund Freud
Nothing is too great and nothing is too small to commit into the hands of the Lord.
A W Pink
We cannot get away from God, though we can ignore God.
James Elliot Cabot 
When our sense of being God's dear children is strong enough to give us a dread of disappointing God, then and only then are we beginning to love God as we ought.
Carroll E Simcox
GOD’S HOLY NAME

Be such a man, and live such a life, that if every man were such as you, and every life a life like yours, this earth would be God's Paradise.
Phillips Brooks
God is the silent partner in all great enterprises.
Abraham Lincoln

If the devil returns and suggests cares or sad thoughts, then defend yourself with a will and say: Get out, devil, I must now sing and play to my Lord Christ.
Martin Luther
GOD’S KINGDOM 

Aim at heaven and you get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither.
C S Lewis

I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin, but by the content of their character.
Martin Luther King Jr
The ideals which have always shone before me and filled me with the joy of living are goodness, beauty, and truth. To make a goal of comfort or happiness has never appealed to me; a system of ethics built on this basis would be sufficient only for a herd of cattle.
Albert Einstein
The kingdom of Christ consists of those who bear and those who are borne.
Martin Luther 

You are free, and that means you are responsible.
Pearl S Buck
GOD’S WILL

And help us, this and every day,
to live more nearly as we pray.
John Keble
Be not angry that you cannot make others as you wish them to be, since you cannot make yourself as you wish to be.
Thomas a Kempis
God doesn't want your ability. God wants your availability.
Bobby Bowden
Prayer is not so much the means whereby God's will is bent to man's desires, as it is that whereby man's will is bent to God's desires.
Charles Brent
WWJD? (What would Jesus do?) There is but one question, and that is the will of God. That settles all other questions.
William E Gladstone

GOD’S PROVISION —
OUR DAILY BREAD

Back of the loaf is the snowy flour,
And back of the flour the mill;
And back of the mill is the wheat, 
and the shower,
And the sun and the Father's will.
Maltbie D Babcock
Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers. Pray for powers equal to your tasks. Then the doing of your work shall be no miracle, but you yourself shall be the miracle.
Phillips Brooks
Enjoy the little things, for one day you may look back and realize they were the big things.
Robert Brault
God gives every bird his food, but He does not throw it into the nest.
Josiah G Holland
Thou, O God, dost sell us all good things at the price of labour.
Leonardo Da Vinci
GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Forgiveness is not an occasional act: it is an attitude.
Martin Luther King Jr
Forgiveness is the final form of love.
Reinhold Niebuhr
Freedom is not worth having if it does not connote freedom to err. 
Mohandas Gandhi
If God forgives us we must forgive ourselves. Otherwise it is almost like setting up ourselves as a higher tribunal than God.
C S Lewis
If the wrong is done to you, then the pardon must come from you.
Jerry Bridges
The moment God forgives us, God puts us to work forgiving.
Martin Luther
Write injuries in dust, benefits in marble.
Benjamin Franklin

GOD’S GUIDANCE —
OUR TEMPTATION

If you board the wrong train, it's no use running along the corridor in the other direction.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Nothing makes it easier to resist temptation than a proper upbringing, a sound set of values, and witnesses.
Mark Twain
Through Christ, you have the power and authority to say no to any temptation or urge to wrongdoing.
Charles Stanley
To have a right to do a thing is not at all the same as to be right in doing it.
Gilbert Keith Chesterton
You may have to fight a battle more than once to win it.
Margaret Thatcher
GOD’S RESCUE 

A man does not sin by commission only, but often by omission.
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus 

For evil to triumph, it is only necessary that good people do nothing.
Edmund Burke
I do not pray for a lighter load, but for a strong back.
Phillips Brooks
The essence of immorality is the tendency to make an exception of myself.
Jane Addams
You're either part of the solution or part of the problem.
Eldridge Cleaver
GOD’S KINGDOM, POWER, GLORY

Glorifying God is not a trivial pursuit.
Charles Stanley
Look at everything as though you were seeing it either for the first or last time. Then your time on earth will be filled with glory.
Betty Smith
To love is to receive a glimpse of heaven.
Karen Sunde
There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle.
Albert Einstein 
SOME MUSIC RELATING TO THE LORD’S PRAYER

AOV = As One Voice

AOVK = As One Voice for Kids

ATE = All Together Everyone

ATN = All Together Now

JAM = Jesus and Me song book and CD by Chris Jaensch 

P&W = The Resource Chorus Book: Praise and Worship, book 1

TAHB = The Australian Hymn Book

PRAYER
ASK (Jaensch) 
JAM

What a friend we have in Jesus (Scriven) 
TAHB 165

THE LORD’S PRAYER IN SONG

A child’s prayer (Milward) 
AOVK 111
(a very nice children’s version)

May your Kingdom come (Heard) 
AOVK 101
The Lord’s Prayer (hallowed be thy name)
ATN 74.

OUR FATHER

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father (Foyster) P&W 109

Father welcomes (Mann) 
AOV 24
Rejoice, you’re a child of the King (Gaither) P&W 180
GOD’S HOLY NAME

Glorify thy name (Atkins) 
P&W 206

Holy Holy (Owers) 
P&W 279

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God almighty (Heber) TAHB 65
Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
(Smith) TAHB 80

Because we bear your name 
ATE 292
GOD’S KINGDOM 

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven (Lyle) AOV 78
GOD’S WILL

Seek ye first (Lafferty) 
AOV 48; P&W 68
GOD’S PROVISION —
OUR DAILY BREAD

O give thanks to the Lord (Pond) 
P&W 324

Thank you for giving me the morning (vandenn Haas et al) TAHB 114

The King of love my Shepherd is (Baker)
TAHB 81

GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Forgive our sins as we forgive (Herklots) 
TAHB 564

Freely, freely (Owens) 
P&W 280
GOD’S GUIDANCE —
OUR TEMPTATION

Be bold (Chapman) 
P&W 403
GOD’S RESCUE 

Amazing grace (Newton) 
AOV 29; P&W 112

I will call upon the Lord (Cook) 
P&W 369

Jesus lives! (Gauntlet) 
TAHB 294

Watch Out (Jaensch) 
JAM

GOD’S KINGDOM, POWER, GLORY

He is exalted 
ATE 252

Now unto the King eternal 
ATA #42

Tell out, my soul (Dudley-Smith) 
TAHB)109
To God be the glory (Doane) 
TAHB 85
Worship, honour, glory blessing (Osler)
TAHB 577 

A SAMPLE WORSHIP SERVICE

Spoken 'script' is in plain type, comments and instructions are in italic.
Boxed sections to be shown on Powerpoint

1 ARRIVAL

THE HOSPITALITY TEAM greets each person as they arive. 
The hospitality team explains that they are entering God’s house and asks people to show respect by removing their shoes. Have a chair or bench available for those who need to sit, and offer to help those who needextra help, Suggest that if they can, people tie or buckle pairs together. They also give out any books or papers needed for the worship service.

[This exercise is designed to make the concept of worship in the presence of a holy God more concrete for all worshippers. It also provides an activity in which all ages can share, and is different enought to raise some curiosity at the start and provide a talking point for families after the service. 

Do not press anyone who is really uncomfortable with the activity.

During the worship service, the hospitality team puts a printed copy of the Lord’s Prayer in each pair of shoes.

THE MUSIC TEAM/instrumentalists may play music that will be used in the service. 

TECH PERSON displays the slide.
DAD @ HVN

2. WELCOME & INVOCATION

WL: Welcome to this special worship service. We will be focusing today on a special prayer that Our Lord Jesus taught us.

We worship in the name of God – our ‘Dad at Heven’ who loves us and listens to our prayers; the Son who taught us to pray; and the Holy Spirit who encourages us and helps us to pray. Amen.

3. OPENING SONG
WL: God created us to be his own children. Let's sing a song about God, our heavenly father.

Words of the song: Father Welcomes
CONG: sings Father welcomes 
DAD @ HVN

UR SPSHL  
4. FIRST BIBLE READING (OLD TESTAMENT) 

WL:  God, who invites us to talk to him as a perfect dad, is incomprehensibly powerful, wise beyond all human wisdom, unfailingly just, completely loving, totally awesome, and good. 

A word for all this special-ness, rolled into one is ‘holy’. God is so holy that any place he is holy. Even his name is holy.

TECH:  show the scene of Moses and the burning bush from the film ‘Prince of Egypt’ or another film version of the story.
WL: After the scene has been shown, invite people to talk with one another in pairs or family groups about taking off their shoes when they came into church.
How did you feel about taking off your shoes? 
What does it mean to you to be in the presence of the Holy God?
5. SONG

WL:  introduces the song. Let's sing a song about God's holy name.

Words of the song: 
Because we bear your name
CONG: sings ‘Because we bear your name’.
DAD @ HVN
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6. SOMETHING

WL:  One of the things God wants is for us to love him and talk to him. In the Bible God tells us . . . 
READER reads from the Bible:  
Pray continually, and give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. 
(I Thessalonians 5:17,18)
6. GOSPEL READING

WL: When Jesus was on earth, he demonstrated what it was like to pray continually. People saw what he was doing, and how God was with him. They asked Jesus to teach them to pray the same way.

Picture of Jesus praying 
or Jesus with his disciples

READER reads from the Bible Luke 11:XXX

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.
When he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 'Lord, teach us to pray.'
Jesus said to them, 'When you pray, say this:

WL: Some of you may already know what Jesus said. Let’s sing it.

Words of the song: Our Father
CONG sings The Lord’s prayer, All Together Now #74.
DAD @ HVN
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7. CONFESSION 

The Bible tells us that if we are sorry for our sins and ask God to forgive us, God will forgive us.

We can do that right now. Let's tell God we are sorry for our sins and ask God to forgive us.
We'll read this prayer together.
Note: in this reading, have parents prompt children to read/say the repeated words (we co not always …)

TECH scroll in the phrases to allow this.

Our Father in heaven, we are sorry that –

we do not always 
use your name in the best possible way;

we do not always 
work to help your kingdom come to all people;

we do not always 
do what you want us to do;

we do not always 
appreciate what you give us from day to day;

we do not always 
forgive people who hurt us;

we do not always 
follow you;

we do not always 
trust you to keep us safe.

Our Father in heaven, forgive us our sins.
Amen.

8. STATEMENT OF FORGIVENESS

WL: Our Father in heaven wants each one of us to be in his kingdom and to be saved from any evil that could come as a result of our sins. That's why he sent Jesus, who rescued us from that evil.

Because Jesus died on the cross, God has forgiven you your sins.

9. SONG OF THANKSGIVENSSS FOR FORGIVENESS

WL: Let’s sing about that.

Words of the song: Freely, freely
CONG sings: Freely, freely All Together Now #31
DAD @ HVN
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10. OFFERING 

WL: God, our loving heavenly Father gives us everything we need for our daily lives.

God expects us to appreciate these gifts, use them appropriately for our own good and for the good of other people.
In our offerings today, we give back to God a part of what God has given to us, so that it can be used for his special work through this congregation.

Visitors that they are not required to give an offering, we are just happy that you chose to be here with us today.

Our church members love to make contributions to the work of the church. Part of today’s offering will be going toward restocking the food cupboard we have for people in the community who are short of food. 

11. OFFERING SONG

WL: as the stewards come around to receive our offering, let’s sing a song of thanks to God.
Words of the song: For all your Goodness
Cong sings:  For all your goodness, 

DAD @ HVN
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12. SERMON

WL: The words you’ve been seeing on the screen are a different way of saying the thoughts of the prayer Jesus taught us. 
Sometimes thinking of things in a new way helps us to understand them.

That’s why we’ve invited Prayer Bear here today to help us understand Jesus’ prayer better.

CARE BEAR AND QUESTIONERS: Use the ‘Dialogue about the Lord’s Prayer’ instead of a traditional sermon. A different person takes the Q part in each section.

WL: We’re not going to give you a test on that, but we hope you will remember some of what Prayer Bear said and think of it when you pray.

DAD @ HVN
save us!
13. CLOSING PRAYER

Prayers (Pastor)

Prayer leaders can lead the congregation in petitions for yourselves, your community and the world.

Conclude with the congregation praying following prayer and/or the Lord’s Prayer, which they read from a Lord's Prayer Spoken by congregation with movement.screen or worship bulletin.
16. BLESSING 

WL: The blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be on us now and never leave us.  Amen.

17. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WL or congregational leader makes any necessary, brief announcements.

18. CLOSING SONG

Blessing (Pastor)

Display the words:

DAD @ HVN 

we kno ur boss

ur tuf & ur cool

4 eva!

16 CLOSING SONG

WL:  Let's end our service by singing about Our Father's kingdom and power, and glory.

Words of the song: To God be the glory
CONG sings: To God be the glory The Australian Hymn Book #85
WL: Going out may take a bit more time than usual because you’ll have to find your shoes and put them on.

Prayer Bear and I will greet you at the door. You can give him a hug to thank him for helping you understand the wonderful prayer Jesus taught us.
Now, may your Dad at heaven bless you through the coming week.
Yo!
Amen.
19. AFTER THE SERVICE

WL together with Prayer Bear greet worshippers at the door.

Hospitality Team helps people find and put on their shoes. It is OK – it’s even great — if this is a bit of a schmozzle that gets people laughing and interacting with one another.
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